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Try Not To Look 
Back In Anger... 


By Chris Hearn 


Another year of Australian foot- 
ball that’s been and gone, one 
full of goals, controversy and 
unpredictability - making it a 
nightmare for tipsters every- 
where! Football can be so serious 
sometimes, so sit back and enjoy 
a lighter look at the seasons past. 
We’ve taken the liberty of 
awarding these clubs and indi- 
viduals for giving us an endless 
list of things to talk about this 
calendar year. 


Winner: Central Coast Mariners 

The Central Coast Mariners man- 
aged to right the wrongs of their 
ill-fated finals campaigns of yes- 
teryear. They defeated the spirited 
newbies Western Sydney Wander- 
ers 1-0 in Gosford, thanks to a bul- 
let header from Patrick Zwaanswijk 
and a Danny McBreen penalty. 

On three occasions prior, the Mari- 
ners have been pipped at the post. 
In 2006 a Dwight Yorke inspired 
Sydney FC beat them to inaugural 
A-League glory before they lost to 
the Newcastle Jets in 2008. They 
were both mildly upsetting com- 
pared to what would come next. 
In 2011, their 2-0 lead against 
Brisbane Roar was enough, as 
they conceded two goals in the fi- 
nal three minutes of extra time and 
eventually lost on penalties. 

But last season was their cham- 
pagne moment as their consistency, 
years of toil and effort were finally 
rewarded with the beloved golden 
toilet seat. Fully deserved. 


Winner: Jeremy Brockie 

He wins this one, purely because 
of his persistence and sheer desire 
above anyone else in the A-League 
to get his name on this trophy. 

A New Zealand International, with 
a goals to games ratio of 0.52 for 
the Phoenix - a fine record to say 
the least. But Brockie produced 
a pair of cringeworthy moments 
that will make A-League blooper 
videos for years to come. Firstly 
against the Brisbane Roar, with the 
score at 0-0, Huysegems shot was 
parried by Michael Theo in front 
of an unguarded net but Brockie 
somehow spooned it over. 
Obviously not content with his ear- 
lier effort, five days later against 
the Mariners, a low cross from 
Paul Ifill evaded the defence to 
find Brockie unmarked at the back 
post, who was consistent in his end 
product, firing high and wide. 


Winner: 2014 World Cup draw live 


Shinji Ono 
~ 
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from Zurich. 

Let’s face facts, we knew we 
weren’t going to get an easy run, or 
even a moderately difficult one at 
that. We all knew it would be basi- 
cally mission impossible to get past 
the group stage in any case. | did 
the simulated draw online, it took 
me 17 attempts to get one I was 
content with, so I knew anything 
other than what we would consider 
a ‘group of death’ would had to 
have been the kindest of statistical 
anomalies. 

No one gives us a chance against 
Spain, Chile or Holland, and right- 
ly so. 

We will face three countries with 
contrasting football cultures that 
boast current players like Alexis 
Sanchez, Robin van Persie and An- 
dres Iniesta. These nations are on 
a different level and quite frankly, 
we’re lucky to get the chance to 
compete in Brazil. That is our sil- 
ver lining. We are one of 32 nations 
while there are hundreds more that 
would be more than willing to take 
our spot. 


Winner: Alessandro Del Piero - Syd- 


Lucas Neill 


ney FC Vs Wellington Phoenix 


There can only be one man, Ales- 
sandro Del Piero, in Sydney FC’s 
7-1 romp over the hapless Welling- 
ton Phoenix on the 19th of January. 
He filled his boots with four goals 
and one assist, tormenting Andrew 
Durante and co at every opportu- 
nity. 

It was a mesmerising performance 
which left many rival supporters 
green with envy that their club did 
not break the bank for the six-time 
Scudetto and one-time World Cup 
winner. Legend. 

‘Il Pinturicchio’ is his nickname 
and quite fittingly translates to 
‘little painter’, first used in the 15th 
century by Bernardino di Betto - a 
renaissance artist. So you could say 
he’s in pretty illustrious company. 
di Betto, that is. He painted a pretty 
picture for the Sky Blues that day 
and they will hope for more of the 
same in 2014. 


Winners: Alistair Edwards/Perth Glory 
& Ange Postecoglou/Melbourne Vic- 
tory 

The man previously affectionately 


Alessandro Del Piero 


known as ‘Ali’, who’s coaching 
tenure at Perth Glory will unfor- 
tunately be remembered for how it 
ended. This saga had everything: a 
dressing room revolt with reports of 
a bust-up due to a conflict of inter- 
est on the playing roster. That con- 
flict of interest came in the form of 
his two sons, Cameron and Ryan. 
They had seen increased playing 
time in the A-League since their 
father signed them. This drew the 
ire of the Glory’s senior members 
Michael Thwaite and Jacob Burns, 
who were disillusioned at the direc- 
tion the club was being led in. 

Now, to Ange. Smiles were all 
round - his side had completed a 
difficult first season under his tute- 
lage and many tipped them for glo- 
ry at the second time of asking. But 
after the Socceroos suffered a poor 
run of results and reports of key 
players being unhappy with Holger 
Osieck’s pragmatic style, the FFA 
came calling for Melbourne Vic- 
tory’s key man and understandably 
so, he could not resist. The reported 
sum of $50,000 compensation did 
little to please the Victory faithful 
or Chairman, Anthony Di Pietro 
- but Postecoglou was given his 
blessing, saying: “Ange’s appoint- 
ment as Socceroos coach is a fan- 
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tastic endorsement for our club, its 
culture and the standards we strive 
to set”. All’s well that ends well. 


Winner: John Aloisi 

Oh, John. Where do I start. After 
a playing career that spanned two 
decades you could do no wrong. I 
cried along with Craig Foster when 
you sent us to the World Cup. I also 
cried when you put the nail in the 
Japanese coffin in Gelsenkirchen to 
secure our maiden victory. 

Aloisi’s 2013 has resembled the 
beginning of a Rocky Balboa fight. 
He’s been absolutely pummelled, 
offering very little in return. Heart’s 
last win, home or away, came on the 
24th of February against Sydney 
FC - an enormous time between 
drinks. It’s been a miserable year 
for all involved at the Melbourne 
Heart, who will see 2014 as a clean 
slate with the announcement that 
John v’ant Schip has been given the 
top job on an interim basis. Best of 
luck to all involved. 

Here’s to hoping it’s a better year 
for Aloisi, too. He’s an Australian 
footballing icon and a man who’s 
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shown great dedication to the 
cause when throwing in the towel 
would’ve been the easier option. 


Winners: Lucas Neill & Josip Gombau 
Lucas Neill. He’s either your idea 
of a model Australian captain or 
public enemy number one. As the 
curtains on his playing career are 
coming down, Neill denies their 
very existence. He’ll hold onto that 
captains armband like a mother 
would her new-born baby. Our 
captain is an extremely proud man 
and illustrated his disgust at the 
naysayers in Australia’s friendly 
with Costa Rica. 

After consecutive 6-0 losses 
against Brazil and France, the pres- 
sure was firmly on the skipper, who 
many believe is well past his best. 
He responded well in the most part, 
doing his talking on the pitch - un- 
til late in the second half where he 
launched a expletive ridden attack 
at the select few booing from the 
stands. You stay classy. 

And now onto Josip Gombau, af- 
ter the pressure had mounted after 
a string of poor results from his 
Adelaide United side, a query-too- 
many from renowned SA journal- 
ist Val Migliaccio set the Spaniard 
off and social media went wild as 
speculation mounted over what the 
coach said that caused such a stir. 
It was revealed that Gombau direct- 
ed a personal insult at Migliaccio’s 
son, who plays as a goalkeeper in 
the SA state league. It is something 
that Gombau later apologised for, 
saying: “I made one mistake and 
that was to bring that journalist’s 
son into this and for that I want to 
apologise”. We’re hoping for more 
tiki-taka and less name calling in 
2014, cheers Josip! 


Winner: Shinji Ono/Western Sydney 
Wanderers 

After the initial talk of a possible 
move for Michael Ballack, Western 
Sydney Wanderers preferred move 
for Shinji Ono is now completely 
justified. The Japanese internation- 
als’ crowning moment thus far, was 
his sumptuous winner in the semi 
final against the Brisbane Roar. 
Ono received the ball 25 yards 
out and guided a perfect lob over 
Michael Theo to seal their spot in 
the grand final. This was in front of 
19,350 supporters at Wanderland 
who probably weren’t sure what to 
cheer for loudest - the quality of the 
goal, or the grand final that would 
await them. 

At that moment, the Wanderers had 
officially arrived in the big time. 
It was a moment of sublime skill 
from Ono, passion from the terrac- 
es and bewilderment from the Bris- 
bane side as time seemingly stood 
still as the ball flew majestically 
into the net. I cannot find enough 
superlatives for this goal. 


On that note, I wish you a happy 
new year and I hope your team 


plays their own kind of joga bonito 
in 2014. 
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us on: 


John Aloisi Sacked 


Melbourne Heart FC terminated 


John Aloisi’s tenure as Head 
Coach with immediate effect. 

The decision came following a 
meeting of the Club’s Board on the 
weekend, where it was clear a deci- 
sion to relieve Aloisi of the Head 
Coach role was in the Club’s best 
interests. 

“John has been an absolute profes- 
sional at our Club; as an inaugural 
player, as a coach of our National 
Youth League side and as Head 
Coach of our Hyundai A-League 
team,” Chairman Peter Sidwell 
said. 

“No one can question his profes- 
sionalism while at Melbourne Heart 
FC, nor his significant contribution 
to this Club since its inception. I 
have spoken with John and he was 


Duo outside chance of facing Sky Blues 


Adelaide United FC has been 
given a boost ahead of Friday 
night’s showdown against Syd- 
ney FC with Marcelo Carrusca 
and Osama Malik both cleared 
of significant injury following 
Sunday’s win over the Newcastle 
Jets. 

Following medical assessment 
after the duo underwent scans yes- 
terday evening, the results showed 
no strains or ligament damage. 

Carrusca came off with just over 
20 minutes to go in Sunday’s 
game with groin soreness, the scan 
revealing some inflammation but 
no strain, although he is nursing a 
number of large contusions from 
the physical encounter. 

Malik’s game ended after 77 


minutes with an ankle problem 
but scans have cleared him of any 
major issue meaning he is a strong 
chance to be available to line up 
against the Sky Blues. 

With the positive prognosis, Car- 
rusca could also come up for the 
game with Sydney FC, the Reds’ 
medical staff to monitor his prog- 
ress in the coming days leading up 
to the clash. 

One thing for certain is that the 
Reds will be without the sus- 
pended Jeronimo after he picked 
up his fifth yellow card of the 
season, but on the flipside, winger 
Fabio Ferreira is set to be available 
for selection after he missed the 
club’s past two games with an ad- 
ductor injury. 


WORTH THE THWAITE - SOCCEROO SIGNS 
ON FOR ANOTHER 2 YEARS 


Perth Glory’s Socceroos defend- 
er Michael Thwaite has signed 
a new, two-year deal that will 
take him through to the end of 
the 2015-16 Hyundai A-League 
Season. 

He joins Danny Vukovic, Scott 
Jamieson, Brandon O’Neill and 
Sidnei Sciola Moraes, who have all 
recently signed contract extensions 
and committed their immediate 
futures to the club, reinforcing the 
strong foundations being setup by 
Perth Glory. 

Born in Brisbane, the highly 
sought after 190cm defender had 
numerous offers from other clubs, 
but said the decision to sign on for 
an additional two years at Perth 


THIS (1S FOOTBALL 


was an easy one. 

“T consider myself very lucky to 
sign another two years at probably 
the most traditional clubs in the A- 
League, so it’s an honour to extend 
my stay here.“ 

The 30-year-old central defender 
has enjoyed a standout 2013-14 
season so far. He missed the open- 
ing two games of the season but 
has not missed a match since then, 
playing 90 minutes in the past nine 
games, underlying his importance 
to the team. 

“We’ve got a lot more to achieve 
this year. I have great faith in this 
playing group and believe we 
should be aiming to finish the sea- 
son as a top four side.” 


gracious and understood the Club’s 
decision. 

“We have the greatest respect for 
the commitment he made to Mel- 
bourne Heart FC and the dignified 
manner in which he has carried 
himself through a difficult period. 

“We wish John and his family the 
best for the future and thank him 
for his valuable contribution to our 
Club.” 

Team training continued as sched- 
uled this week and was taken by 
existing coaches within the football 
department until the appointment 
of an interim Head Coach. 

The Club was likely to finalise 
this appointment in advance of 
next Sunday’s match away to Cen- 
tral Coast Mariners. 
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JVS Returns lo Heart 


Melbourne Heart will look to the 
past to fix their immediate future, 
officially re-hiring former coach 
John van ‘t Schip. 

van ‘t Schip will take over as Heart 
coach for the remainder of the A- 
League season after John Aloisi’s 
sacking at the weekend. 

The Dutchman, who coached the 
Heart in their first two seasons and 
took the club to their only finals ap- 
pearance, will arrive in Australia 
later this week. 

He will assume coaching duties 
ahead of Sunday’s away clash with 
Central Coast Mariners. 

He had been working in a back- 
room role at the club this season. 

“We made contact with John on 
Sunday and he was immediately 
receptive to the proposal of return- 
ing as interim coach,” Melbourne 
Heart chief executive Scott Munn 
said in a statement. 

“John knows our players, under- 
stands the club and has been fol- 
lowing the team very closely this 
season, given his role as technical 
manager. 

“We have no doubt he is the best 
person to take assume the day-to- 
day coaching of the team and take 
the club forward.” 

Under Aloisi, the Heart were win- 
less in their past 17 matches, be- 
coming one of the worst sides in 
A-League history. 


Only season one’s dire New Zea- 
land Knights could claim to be sta- 
tistically worse than the Heart, who 
have not won a match since Feb- 
ruary last year and are six points 
adrift of the second-last placed 
team in this season’s A-League. 
Former Ajax player and Dutch in- 
ternational van ‘t Schip says he is 
excited by the prospect of reviving 
the Heart’s form. 

“Melbourne Heart is a club that 
means a lot to me and deserves to 
be challenging for the finals,” van 
*t Schip said. 

The Heart is also currently in ne- 
gotiations for a multi-million dollar 
ownership change. 


Victory reject Japan offer for Nichols 


Melbourne Victory have knocked 
back an offer from Japanese club 
Cerezo Osaka for star forward 
Mitch Nichols. 

The Victory were reportedly of- 
fered $200,000 plus 50 per cent of 
any on-sale of the 24-year-old but 
rejected the approach without en- 
tering into any negotiations. 

The former Brisbane Roar man 
is said to be bitterly disappointed 
with the club’s decision after mak- 
ing it clear he saw a switch to one 
of Asia’s top leagues as a signifi- 
cant step in his career, and also a 
chance to push for a more perma- 
nent Socceroos place. 

Nichols, who has been a key part 
of Victory’s impressive A-League 
season thus far, is seven months 
into a two-year deal at AAMI Park 
with his current situation remin- 
scent of Mark Milligan’s attempts 
to join English Premier League side 
Crystal Palace earlier this year. 

Cerezo coach Ranko Popovic 
confirmed his willingness to bring 
Nichols to the club and had high 
praise for the player, who he has 
kept tabs on since the 2012 Asian 
Champions League when his FC 
Tokyo side faced the Roar in the 
group stages. 

““T make no secret that we are try- 
ing to attract Mitch to the club and 
he’s a player I admire very highly,” 
Popovic told SBS. 

“He’s a technically good player 
who will fit into the J-League but, 
just as important, he has, as many 
Australian players do, the right 
mentality,” 

“T need to finalise things with 
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Mitch Nichols exploits are attracting overseas interest. 


Mitch because he’s a player I re- 
ally want, but if we can’t work out 
a way then I need to turn my atten- 
tion elsewhere because there are 
a lot of talented players available, 
particularly in Europe. 


CLUB 


“With all respect to football in 
Australia, this is the next step in 
Mitch’s career and for his future 
to come to a league like the J- 
League.” 


KIT SPECIAL 
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Elsey heads to 
Hong Kong on loan 


Adelaide United’s young central 
defender Jordan Elsey has flown 
to Hong Kong to join leading 
Super League side Kitchee FC 
on loan for the remainder of the 
season subject to a successful 
medical check. 

The loan deal will see the 19 year 
old remain with Kitchee until the 
end of May before returning to 
Adelaide to re-join the Reds for 
the lead up to the Hyundai A- 
League 2014/15 Season. 

The club coached to two cham- 
pionships by current Adelaide 
United coach Josep Gombau, 
Kitchee currently sit on top of 
the table in the Hong Kong Super 
League and will also compete in 
the 2014 AFC Cup. 

Gombau sees the opportunity as 
a great development experience 
for Elsey. 

“T believe Jordan will gain a lot 
by playing in Hong Kong ina 
good competition and also to have 
the opportunity to play in the AFC 
Cup will be invaluable for him and 
also for us,” Gombau said. 

“He will come back with many 
senior games and good quality 
matches under his belt.” 

Subject to his medical clearance 
and receipt of his work permit, the 
deal should be finalised within the 
next few days. 


Heart FC 
statement 
on sale 
speculation 


Melbourne Heart 
FC would like to 
acknowledge and 
address recent 
speculation link- 
ing the Club with 
a sale. 

Melbourne Heart has been ap- 
proached by a number of parties 
over the past 12 months. 

The Club has always maintained 
that the owners would consider 
transferring ownership if they 
considered the sale to be in the 
best long-term interests of the 
Club, which includes players, staff 
and members. 

Over the last four months, the 
Club’s ownership has held discus- 
sions with one particular group 
who has expressed an interest 
in growing the Club, which has 
always been the current Board’s 
vision. 

The Club confirms, however, 
there has been no sale and that any 
discussions are ongoing. 

Any discussions will ensure the 
Club’s existing structures remain, 
in order to prevent dislocation 
to the Club’s philosophies or 
personnel. 

Until such discussions are 
concluded, the Club will make no 
further comment. 
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SCOREBOARD 


A GD Pts 


1 Brisbane Roar 


3 Melbourne Victory 


5 Newcastle Jets 
6 Sydney FC 


2 Western Sydney Wanderers 13 


4 Central Coast Mariners 
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7 Adelaide United 

8 Wellington Phoenix 
9 Perth Glory 

10 Melbourne Heart 


Round 13 


Wed Jan 1 
Fri Jan3 
Sat Jan 4 


W 
9 
6 
O 
O 
O 
6 
12 3 
13 3 
2 3 
12 0 
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Venue 


West Sydney Wanderers v Wellington Phoenix Parramatta Stadium 


Adelaide United v Sydney FC 
Newcastle Jets v Perth Glory 


Hindmarsh Stadium 
Hunter Stadium 


1/ 0 
yy 
14. —- 


ROUND 
TWELVE 


Sydney FC 2 (Del Piero 11, Garcia 
90+4) 

Brisbane Roar 5 (Broich 20, Petra- 
tos 23, 35, 78, Franjic 90+3) 
Crowd: 17,662 @ Allianz Stadium 


Melbourne Heart 0 

Wellington Phoenix 1 (Huysegems 
75m) 

Attendance @ AAMI Park: 6,486 


Central Coast Mariners FC 2 


TOP GOAL 
SCORERS 


@ 


James Troisi (Victory) 
Adam Taggart (Jets) 
Besart Berisha (Roar) 


05) 


Alessandro Del Piero (SFC) 


(Sainsbury 12’, McGlinchey 90+6’) @ 


Perth Glory FC 1 (McGarry 84’ 


(pen)) 
Crowd: 12,919 @ Bluetongue 


Stadium, Gosford 


Melbourne Victory 1 (Finkler 93) 
Western Sydney Wanderers 1 
(Santalab 75) 

Crowd: 22,133 @ AAMI Park 


Adelaide United 1 (Djite 26) 
Newcastle Jets 0 
Crowd: 10,778 @ Coopers Stadium 


ARTRYEEN 


Western Sydney Wanderers 1 


Stein Huysegems (Phoenix) 
Matthew Smith (Roar) 
Osama Malik (Adelaide) 


Henrique (Roar) 
David Williams (Heart) 
Ivan Franjic (Roar) 


Jeronimo Neumann (AUFC) 


03) 


Richard Garcia (SFC) 
Archie Thompson (Victory) 
Finkler Guilherme (Victory) 
Mitch Nichols (Victory) 
Ranko Despotovic (SFC) 


AGAINST ALL ODDS 


A-League Title 2013/14 


Sat Jan 4 Melbourne Victory v Brisbane Roar AAMI Park (Bridge 62) fone Roar a 
j F anderers : 
Sun Jan5 Central Coast Mariners v Melbourne Heart Bluetongue Stadium Wellington Phoenix 3 (Boyd 68, Malbourie Victory 500 
; Huysegems 78, 83) Central Coast Mariners 8.00 
Round 14 Fixture Venue Crowd: 14,151 @ Pirtek Stadium Newcastle Jets 9.00 
Fri Jan 10 Newcastle Jets v Melbourne Victory Hunter Stadium Sydney FC 11.0 
Fri Jan 10 Perth Glory v Melbourne Heart NIB stadium Adelaide United 13.0 
Sat Jan 11 Brisbane Roar v Adelaide United Suncorp Stadium Perth Glory 21.0 
Sat Jan 11 West Sydney Wanderers v Sydney FC Parramatta Stadium Wellington Phoenix 41.0 
Sun Jan 12 Wellington Phoenix v Central Coast Mariners Westpac Stadium Melbourne Heart 126 
Compiled by 
Nick Aimies 


Jerome 
Polenz 
Wanderers 


Carlos Hernandez 
Phoenix 


Matthew McKay 
Roar 


Ante Covic (Wanderers) 

If it were’t for the sublime brilliance 
of Gui Finkler, Ante Covic would 
have secured his side another win af- 
ter a dominant performance in goal. 
The veteran showed no sign of low- 
ering his standard of play, displaying 
wonderful positioning and making 
several smart saves to keep his team 
ahead before Finkler’s late equaliser. 


Jerome Polenz (Wanderers) 
Consistently impressive over the 
course of the season, once again Po- 
lenz was a standout performer in Sat- 
urday night’s blockbuster between the 
Victory and the Wanderers. Showing 
a cool head in defence as the Victory 
piled on the pressure, the German 
was also able to get forward and sup- 
port the likes of Tahj Minniecon and 
Kwabena Appiah-Kubi. 


Osama Malik (Adelaide United) 
The Reds have now secured three 
clean sheets on the trot — their only 
three of the season — and it certainly 


Ante Covic 
Wanderers 


Adelaide 


Trent 


Mariners 


Thomas Broich 
Roar 


Dimitri Petratos 
Sydney FC 


would not have been possible without 
the contributions of Osama Malik. 
The former-midfielder has excelled 
as a ball-playing defender and despite 
leaving the field late on with injury 
he was still one of the best for Josep 
Gombau at Coopers Stadium. 


Trent Sainsbury (Mariners) 

The young defender has been argu- 
ably the Mariners’ best all season and 
was once again impressive at Blu- 
etongue Stadium. After so many near 
misses Sainsbury finally scored his 
first goal in the A-League, showing 
the lacklustre Mariners strikers how 
it’s done with a poacher’s finish inside 
the box. Until his departure from the 
field due to injury he formed a seem- 
ingly impregnable rearguard with Zac 
Anderson and it speaks volumes that 
his replacement, Marcel Seip, was 
the one to let the Glory back into the 
contest. 


Adama Traore (Victory) 


Some may argue that there is sim- 
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ply a scarcity of quality left-backs in 
the competition if Adama Traore is 
named the best each week, but in real- 
ity the Ivorian is once again deserving 
of his place. Tony Popovic attempted 
to beat the left-back with speed de- 
mons Minniecon and Appiah-Kubi 
but he was more than up to the task 
as neither player enjoyed much suc- 
cess down his flank. His performance 
was further augmented by his typical 
overlapping runs up the touchline in 
attack, though this week he was un- 
able to play a role in his side’s equa- 
liser. 


Carlos Hernandez (Phoenix) 

In recent weeks we have been wit- 
nessing the Hernandez of old, a dy- 
namic creative force that changes 
the results of matches almost single- 
handedly. The Phoenix have now won 
two games on the trot and the Costa 
Rican has been at the heart of their re- 
vival. The former Victory midfielder 
laid on the final pass for Stein Huyse- 
gems winner and his wrist injury will 


be a massive blow to Ernie Merrick’s 
team over the coming weeks. 


Steven McGarry (Perth Glory) 
The Scotsman was the sole bright 
spot in a rather dull team performance 
for the Glory, constantly trying to cre- 
ate chances for his misfiring strikers 
whilst also helping to contain the 
likes of McGlinchey and Flores in the 
midfield. He eventually took it upon 
himself to get his side on the score- 
board with an emphatically struck 
penalty but was powerless to stop 
Michael McGlinchey scoring a late 
winner for the Mariners. 

Matthew McKay —- Brisbane 
Roar 

The Roar affirmed themselves as title 
favourites on Thursday at they dis- 
mantled Sydney FC in a 5-2 win. The 
Sky Blues were completely overrun 
in midfield, and though Liam Miller 
and Luke Brattan were honourable 
mentions it’s Matt McKay who slides 
into the final spot for the TOTW. The 


Socceroos midfielder was once again 
a vibrant presence in the middle of the 
park, dictating the flow of the game 
into a torrent of Roar attacks to break 
through the flimsy Sydney defence. 


Dimitri Petratos - Brisbane 


Roar 

Stuck behind Kwame Yeboah, Hen- 
rique and Besart Berisha in the strik- 
ing pecking order at the start of the 
season, Petratos has suddenly ex- 
ploded into the spotlight after a ruth- 
less performance against his former 
club. Two thunderous penalties were 
accompanied by an emphatic finish 
past Janjetovic to show the rest of the 
league that Besart Berisha isn’t the 
only prolific finisher in Brisbane. 


Bruce Djite (Adelaide United) 

When Josep Gomabau came to Ad- 
elaide espousing the philosophy of 
tiki-taka football, Bruce Djite may 
have written off his chances at first- 
team football. However the burly 
striker has become an important cog 


in Gombau’s side amongst the injury 
troubles of Jeronimo Neumann, prov- 
ing his worth once again with the 
game’s winning goal against the Jets. 
After a few years wandering Europe, 
Djite is now beginning to show the 
form that warranted overseas interest 
in the first place. 


Thomas Broich (Brisbane Roar) 
Form is temporary, class is perma- 
nent. The German youth international 
was unplayable at Allianz Stadium on 
Thursday, gliding past defenders with 
the slightest ease and producing the 
kind of quality that even Alessandro 
Del Piero would admire from the 
other end of the field. His assist for 
Dimitri Petratos was sublime, sliding 
the ball through the defence to leave 
his teammate one-on-one with Janje- 
tovic. He also chipped in with a goal 
of his own, showing wonderful con- 
trol to receive Luke Brattan’s bullet 
pass before calmly slotting past Jan- 
jetovic with two defenders in chase. 
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Match Details 


Sydney FC 2 (Del Piero 11, Garcia 
90+4) 

Brisbane Roar 5 (Broich 20, Petra- 
tos 23, 35, 78, Franjic 90+3) 
Crowd: 17,662 @ Allianz Stadium 


Sydney FC: 1.Vedran janjetovic, 
6.Nikola Petkovic, 2.Sebastian 
Ryall, 8.Pedj Bojic, 22.Ali Abbas, 
19.Nick Carle, 10.Alessandro Del 
Piero (Hagi Gligor), 28.Matthew 
Thompson (Yairo Yau), 7.Brett Emer- 
ton (Corey Gameiro), 11.Richard 
Garcia, 4.Ranko Despotovic. 


Yellow Cards: Petkovic, Ryall. 
Red Cards: None 


Brisbane Roar: 1.Michael Theo, 
15.James Donachie, 13.Jade 
North, 2.matt Smith, 5.lvan Franjic, 
17.Matt Mckay, 11.Liam Miller, 
18.Luke Brattan (Kwame Yeboah), 
22.Thomas Broich, 10.Henrique 
(Corey Brown), 23.Dimitri Petratos. 


Yellow Cards: Brattan, Henrique. 
Red Cards: None 


Aleesandro Del Piero bends his free-kick over the wall to give the home side the lead. 


A hat-trick from former Sydney 
FC attacker Dimitri Petratos has 
helped Brisbane Roar to a crush- 
ing 5-2 win over the Sky Blues on 
Boxing Day. 

Despite going behind to a bril- 
liant early Alessandro Del Piero 
free-kick, the Roar had too much 
class and firepower and set up the 
easy win with three goals before 
the break in front of almost 18,000 
fans at a wet Allianz Stadium. 
Thomas Broich, playing in a cen- 
tral striking role in place of the in- 
jured Besart Berisha, got the equa- 
liser before Petratos came back to 
haunt his former club. 

The 21-year-old, who had a messy 
split with the Sky Blues last year 
before leaving for Malaysia, con- 
verted a penalty in each half and 
also finished off a sublime team 
move to complete his first senior 
treble before Ivan Franjic and Syd- 
ney’s Richard Garcia both scored 
in stoppage time. 

The victory sees the Roar become 
the first side in the competition to 
notch 100 A-League wins and en- 
sures Mike Mulvey’s side head into 
2014 on top of the ladder. 

Sydney have now lost three of 
their last four games and their hor- 
ror night was compounded when 
Del Piero was forced off at half- 
time through injury. 

With an average of over 30 it 
was the oldest team Sydney have 
ever fielded and it showed as they 
looked tired and too slow against 
the rampant league-leaders. 

After withstanding an early on- 
slaught from the visitors, Sydney 
opened the scoring against the run 
of play on 11 minutes via another 
piece of magic by Del Piero. 

The Italian was fouled just outside 
the box but picked himself up and 
planted a dipping free-kick over 
the wall and past Michael Theo, 
who got two outstretched hands on 
the ball but couldn’t keep it out. 

It was Del Piero’s fifth goal of an 
injury-disrupted season and fifth in 
just five appearances against the 


22 Tackles 

9 Total Shots 
424 Total Passes 
42% Possession 

9 Corners 

1 Offsides 

19 Fouls committed 


Man of the Match 
Thomas Broich (Roar) 
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Petratos Hat-Trick Sinks Sky Blues 


Brisbane Roar’s Dimitri Petratos is on song in front of goals and does the damage against his former club. 


Roar. 

But in the blink of an eye their 
advantage evaporated as the Roar 
struck twice in three minutes 
through Broich and Petratos. 

Luke Brattan’s defence-splitting 
pass sent Broich clear through on 
goal, with the German steadying 
himself before finishing clearly 
past Vedran Janjetovic. 

And before the Sky Blues could 
regroup from that setback they fell 
behind. 


Henrique was causing huge prob- 
lems down Sydney’s right and it 
was no surprise he was involved in 
the goal, brought down inside the 
box by a clumsy tackle by Sebas- 
tian Ryall. 

Petratos blasted home from the 
despite and despite being forced to 
retake his effort made no mistake 
again to give the visitors a deserved 
lead. 

It got even better for the Roar 10 
minutes before the break when Pe- 


Thomas Broich returned to winning ways and made SFC pay with a hefty price. 


tratos had his second with the goal 
of the night. 

Matt McKay and Broich combined 
brilliantly on the edge of the box, 
toying with the static Sydney de- 
fence before the latter teed up Pe- 
tratos who finished powerfully into 
the roof of the net. 

Without the class and guile of 
Del Piero Sydney never seriously 
threatened a fightback in the sec- 
ond half, despite a vastly improved 
showing. 
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But the Roar still manufactured a 

host of chances with McKay and 
Henrique both going close before 
Petratos completed a dream return 
to Sydney with his hat-trick 12 
from time. 

Franjic added icing on the cake 
with a goal at the death but there 
was still time for Garcia to add a 
consolation goal in the final minute 
of stoppage time. 
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Match Details 


Melbourne Heart FC 0 
Wellington Phoenix FC 1 
(Huysegems 75’) 

AAMI Park, Melbourne 
HT: 0-0 

Referee: Strebre Delovski 
Attendance: 6,486 


Melbourne Heart: 1. Andrew RED- 
MAYNE (GK), 3. Robbie WIELAERT, 
6. Patrick GERHARDT, 8. Massimo 
MURDOCCA, 10. Harry KEWELL 

(C), 11.Michael MIFSUD, 15. David 
WILLIAMS (7. lain RAMSAY 60’), 16. 
Aziz BEHICH (14. Golgol MEBRAHTU 
81’), 17. Jason HOFFMAN, 22. Nick 
KALMAR (25. Andrea MIGLIORINI 
81’), 23. Mate DUGANDZIC 


Substitutes not used: 18. David 
VRANKOVIC 20. Tando VELAPHI (GK) 
Yellow cards: Hoffman 14’, Ger- 
hardt 45’+1 

Red cards: Nil 


Wellington Phoenix: 1. Glen MOSS 
(GK), 2. Emmanuel MUSCAT, 9. Ken- 
ny CUNNINGHAM (7. Leo BERTOS 
57’), 10. Stein HUYSEGEMS, 11. 
Jeremy BROCKIE (12. Tyler BOYD 
72’), 13. Albert RIERA, 16. Louis 
FENTON, 17. Vince LIA, 18. Ben 
SIGMUND, 21. Carlos HERNANDEZ 
(15. Jason HICKS 78’), 22. Andrew 
DURANTE (C) 


Substitutes not used: 5. Michael 
BOXALL, 20. Lewis ITALIANO (GK) 
Yellow cards: Durante 26’ 

Red cards: Nil 
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Phoenix triumph as Heart hits new low 


By Chris Hearn 


The Melbourne Heart have 
slumped to a 1-0 defeat at the 
hands of Wellington Phoenix. 

Stein Huysegems broke the dead- 
lock in the 75th minute and it was 
enough to see off Heart who extend 
their winless run to 17 games, while 
it was the Phoenix’s first away vic- 
tory since March 17. 

The result leaves John Aloisi’s 
side on four points, six adrift of 
the Phoenix on the bottom of the 
table. 

His position at the club is now 
seemingly untenable. The Heart 
support voiced their discontent by 
calling for the managers head in 
the late stages of the contest, sing- 
ing “Aloisi out” and “Sell the club 
and sack the board”. 

It was a trigly ugly scene, the 
6,486 in attendance were united 
in their desire for a brighter day 
as their beloved team failed to fire 
once again. 

But was a bright start to the contest 
for the home side which saw David 
Williams going close on two occa- 
sions as well as a couple of chances 
for the Phoenix. 

In their first real attack, an innocu- 
ous long ball found Jeremy Brock- 
ie in on goal, but he fired wide. 
Barely a minute later, ex-Victory 
playmaker Carlos Hernandez, 
struck the post with a ferocious 
left footed strike. These were the 
first of a series of warning signs 
for Heart which they ultimately did 
not heed. 

Heart’s woes this season were 
summed up on 20 minutes. The 
much-maligned Michael Mifsud 
bore down on goal, as he drew 
Phoenix keeper Glen Moss - he 
cut a perfect pass back to the un- 
marked David Williams. To the 
amazement of all in attendance, the 
25-year old missed the target with 
the goal gaping. 

The crowd was stunned and Aloisi 
cut a figure in utter disbelief, but 
his side responded well to that set- 
back through Massimo Murdocca. 
He curtailed the influence of Carlos 
Hernandez while the Heart mid- 
field unit also denied Albert Riera 


any time on the ball. 

But as is seen on a weekly ba- 
sis, the Heart do not convert well 
enough and their defence is too 
easily opened up, which makes 
them one of the easiest sides to 
counter attack against. 

Harry Kewell went close with a 
curling effort from 20 yards, whilst 
Williams was the culprit again 
when he blasted over a golden 
chance from six yards. 

As the Phoenix pushed Hernandez 
closer to the forward line, he regu- 
larly found himself in great areas 
and gave great service, particularly 
to Brockie. The New Zealand in- 
ternational has been struggling in 
front of goal in recent times, but 
continues to get chances which the 
Heart defence could not stop. 

He was played in by Hernandez on 
two occasions, almost identically. 
The Costa-Rican was unmarked 
running at the back four while 
Brockie peeled off Gerhardt, but he 
did not find the back of the net on 
either occasion. 

He was replaced by Tyler Boyd on 
72 minutes, and his impact was in- 
stantaneous. 

Boyd, who will celebrate his 19th 
birthday on Monday, found space 
down the Phoenix right as he burst 
away from Aziz Behich and put in 
a low cross to Huysegems, who 
scored from six yards. 

Aloisi then opted for a more ex- 
pansive back three. They regained 
some control in the midfield in 
a frantic final 10 minutes, but his 
side lacked the urgency and quality 
to seriously trouble Glen Moss. 

Ernie Merrick’s side, after being 
winless for the first 10 games, have 
now one two in a row, keeping a 
clean sheet in both fixtures too. 
They’ve hit form at the right time 
with the challenging fixtures of 
Western Sydney Wanderers at 
Pirtek Stadium and Central Coast 
Mariners at home. 

What lies next for Aloisi’s side is 
far less concrete, sale of the club is 
looming and looks to have unset- 
tled them even further, while their 
on-field exploits have all but ended 
hopes of a finals berth. 
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Match Stats 
27 Tackles 15 
17 Total Shots 18 


333 Total Passes 478 
42.9% Possession 57.1% 
9 Corners 7 
4 Offsides 3 


17 Fouls committed 13 
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Wellington Phoenix players mob goal hero Stein Huysegems after grabbing a late winner. 
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Match Details 


Western Sydney Wanderers 1 
(Mark Bridge 62’) 

Wellington Phoenix 3 (Tyler Boyd 
68’, Stein Huysegems 78’ 83’) 

At Pirtek Stadium, Parramatta 
Crowd: 14,151 


Wanderers: 1. Ante Covic (gk), 5. 
Michael Beauchamp, 6. Jerome 
Polenz, 4. Nikolai Topor-Stanley (c), 
3. Adam D’Apuzzo, 18. lacopo La 
Rocca, 17. Youssouf Hersi, 21. Shinji 
Ono (Labinot Haliti 79‘), 9. Tomi Ju- 
ric 10. Aaron Mooy (Jason Trifiro 86’) 
19. Mark Bridge (Brendan Santalab 
72’ 


Yellow cards: Nil 
Red cards: Nil 


Wellington Phoenix: 1. Glen Moss 
(gk), 18. Ben Sigmund, 22. Andrew 
Durante (c), 16. Louis Fenton (MI- 
chael Boxall 41’), 2. Manny Muscat, 
9. Kenny Cunningham (Tyler Boyd 
64’), 17. Vince Lia, 15. Jason Hicks 
(Matthew Ridenton 46’), 13. Albert 
Riera, 10. Stein Huysegems, 11. 
Jeremy Brockie 

Yellow cards: Kenny Cunningham 
32’, Jeremy Brockie 65’, Michael 
Boxall 90’ 

Red cards: Nil 
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Phoenix flying after Wanderers upset 


By Saman Ziaei 


Wellington Phoenix are the first 
team to have scored three goals 
against the Wanderers at Pirtek 
stadium, to a new year crowd of 
14,151, making a dramatic come- 
back from being down 1-0. 

The home side could have taken the 
lead within the first minute when a 
timed to perfection ball was played 
through to Juric that would have 
seen him one on one with keeper 
Moss. The linesman however ruled 
it offside, which the replay showed 
was not the case. 

In the first quarter, Wellington 
looked to have been the hungrier 
side. Although they only had one 
shot from Huysegems in the 23rd 
minute that was well off target, 
possession was easily theirs in their 
attacking half. 

The Wanderers struggled to keep 
possession, giving it away very 
easily and not able to create any 
real chances besides the cross from 
LaRocca into the box for Juric in 
the 14th minute. His header going 
just above the crossbar. 

It was a different story in the sec- 
ond quarter however, with the 
Wanderers seeking to take a lead 
before the half time whistle. 

Mooy was able to connect well on 
the volley after some impressive 
passing from Ono to Hersi at the 
half hour mark. The ball however, 
going straight to the keeper, who 
fumbled it at the start, but defender 
Durante was able to boot it clear 
for a corner. 

Hersi then created a magnificent 
opportunity but just lacked con- 
viction in the finish in the 42nd 


a ne ataidl ~ 
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minute. He was able to cut through 
to the middle of the park from 
the right wing, passing it to Juric 
whose back was to the goals, pass- 
ing it right back to him for a shot 
in the box, but again the ball going 
too comfortably to Moss. 

Three minutes later, the fans 
thought they had their first goal 
when Polenz delivered a cross 
meeting Shinji Ono’s head, whose 
effort just hit the top crossbar, 
leaving Moss standing there unable 
to move. 

The second half came in excite- 
ment for the home team as Hersi 
was able to draw himself in the 
middle again, do a full turn to get 
the defender off him and shoot 
with his left foot. The ball did not 
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go straight to the keeper this time, 
but was not powerful enough to 
beat Moss. 

Finally after an hour of play, Mark 
Bridge just connected with a bril- 
liant lift over a defender from 
marquee playmaker Ono in the 
62nd minute to send the crowd into 
an uproar and putting a smile on 
Popvic’s face. 

As the game went on, in the last 
quarter Phoenix started to attack 
very well giving the home side a 
lot to worry about. 

Just a few minutes later a great ball 
was played through for Brockie, 
but Covic beat him to it, leaving 
them to collide in a worrying way. 
Referee Lavurdure issued a yellow 
card to the striker, but upon replay, 
its as clear that he had sincerely 


e Kiwis have pulled off one of the shocks of the season. Phto: GEORGE MARIN . 


slipped and accidentally landed 
into Covic. 

Just six minutes after the first goal, 
Huysegems was the mastermind 
behind a piece of brilliance that 
got them level to the surprise of 
all. After playing a nice one-two, 
he passed it across the face of the 
goal with the outside of his foot and 
substitute Tyler Boyd was able to 
beat his defender Polenz and place 
it into the back of the net. 

What came next in the final quar- 
ter shocked everyone and probably 
left coach Ernie Merrick asking, 
why can’t we play that way every 
game? 

In the 78th minute, the Belgian 
Huysegems was able to rob Aaron 
Mooy very easily just outside the 
box, come in towards the right, 


cut across Topor Stanley and finish 
nice and hard into the bottom left 
hand side with his trusty left. 
Looking to draw level, Brendad 
Santalab in the 80th minute came 
in attack looking threatening, but 
again his shot failed to scare the 
defence leaving another easy save 
for the keeper. 

Finally a determined Boxall, near 
the half way line manages to clean- 
ly take the ball off Hersi, making 
way for another attack. A magnifi- 
cent low cross is delivered again 
and this time Huysegems is on the 
receiving end who flicks it in with 
his right foot, giving the forward a 
brace and an assist. Needless to say, 
an incredible performance from a 
man who showed what real deter- 
mination means. 
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Finkler Rescues Victory With Brazilian Magic 


Melbourne Victory 


Western Sydney 
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Match Details 


Melbourne Victory 1 (Finkler 93) 
Western Sydney Wanderers 1 
(Santalab 75) 

Crowd: 22,133 @ AAMI Park 


Melbourne Victory: 1.Nathan Coe, 
25.Jason Geria (24.Scott Galloway), 
3.Adama Troare, 23.Adrian Lei- 
jer, 2.Pablo Contreras (13.Andrew 
Nabbout), 11.Connor Pain, 6.Leigh 
Broxham, 5.Mark Milligan, 9.Kostas 
Barbarouses, 15.Mitch Nichols, 
14.James Troisi (7.Gui Finkler). 


Yellow cards: Milligan 
Red Crads: None 


Wanderers: 1.Ante Covic, 
13.Matthew Spiranovic, 3.Adam 
D’Apuzzo, 6.Jerome Polenz, 
4.Nikolai Topor-Stanley, 14.Kwabena 
Appiah-Kubi (22.Dean Heffernan), 
12.Taj Minniecon (12.Taj Minniecon), 
18.lacopo La Rocca, 8.Mateo Poljak, 
23.Jason Trifiro (11.Brendan Santa- 
lab), 7.Labinot Haliti. 


Yellow Cards: Spiranovich, La Roc- 
ca, Poljal. 
Red Cards: None 
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By Andrew Bishara 
Substitute Gui Finkler saved 
the day for the Melbourne Vic- 
tory with a 94th minute equal- 
iser against the Western Syd- 
ney Wanderers in a dramatic 
1-1 draw on Saturday night at 
AAMI Park. 

The Brazilian scored a stunning 
freekick with 10 seconds left on 
the clock after the visitors looked 
to have snared the points thanks 
to a Brendan Santalab goal in the 
71st minute. 

Kevin Muscat stuck to the same 
line-up that battered Melbourne 
Heart last weekend, with Archie 
Thompson still not fit enough to 
start the game. 

Muscat’s counterpart, Tony Pop- 
ovic had a host of key players 
ruled out of the game, including 
Aaron Mooy, Tomi Juric and mar- 
quee-man Shinji Ono. 

The game was a tense affair from 
the offset with both sides squan- 
dering chances in the first half. 
The Wanderers had the first great 
chance in the game when striker 
Labinot Haliti found himself all 
alone in the box to smash in a 
clear header. 

But Victory ‘keeper Nathan Coe 
pulled out a marvellous reflective 
save to keep the scores level. 

On the other end, Connor Pain 
should have put the home side 
ahead, but scuffed his shot after 
having an open net all to himself. 
James Troisi made a dashing run 
down to the wing before crossing 
a low ball into the box, only for 
Wanderers ‘keeper Ante Covic to 
mistime the ball, leaving the goal 
at Pain’s mercy. 

However the ball got tangled in 
Pain’s feet, as he surprised that he 
received the ball in such a fash- 
ion. 

Troisi then had a chance of his 
own, but ballooned his shot over 
the goal after some nice build-up 
work from Mitch Nichols. 


Wanderers’ Kwabena Appiah had 
three close efforts at goal, but was 
kept out by last man defending 
from Adama Traore and Coe. 

The second half brought a change 
of pace as the Victory came out of 
the blocks, and began to dominate 
the game. 

However the hosts struggled 
to create any clear cut chances, 
despite having a penalty claim 
waved away when Mark Milli- 
gan’s shot deflected off Nickolai 
Topor-Stanley’s hand. 

Then completely against the run 
of play, the Wanderers took the 
lead through a swift counter at- 
tack. 

Tahj Minniecon embarked on a 
run against the Victory defence, 
before playing Santalab through 
on goal, for the striker to slot the 
ball into the net. 

The final 20 minutes proved in- 
tense as the Victory increased the 
pressure with Victory substitute 
Andrew Nabboult having a goal 
ruled out after Matthew Spira- 
novic was taken out during the 
build-up. 

As the hosts pushed forward, 
Wanderers substitute Youssef 
Hersi had a chance to seal the 
points, but his header missed the 
goal in the 86th minute. 

The game looked all over, till Fin- 
kler stepped up to the plate with 
a 25-yard freekick which curved 
in the top corner, despite Covic’s 
diving efforts. 

The draw leaves the Wander- 
ers sitting in second place, four 
points behind league leaders Bris- 
bane Roar, as it faces Wellington 
Phoenix on New Year’s Day. 

The Victory sits third on the 
table, but could drop to fourth if 
the Newcastle Jets beat Adelaide 
United. It faces Brisbane Roar 
next Saturday night at AAMI 
Park. 


Match Stats VAY 


36 Tackles 24 
13 Total Shots 24 
553 Total Passes 358 
60.3% Possession 39.7% 
5 Corners 5 
3 Offsides 0 

Fouls committed 18 


Man of the Match 


Taj Minniecon (Wanderers) 


eS | * 
Brendan Santalab shares the joy with travelling Wanderers fans after breaking the deadlock. _—_lacopo La Rocca pleads with the referee after being cautioned. 
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FRIDAY 3RD JANUARY : 
Scottish League 1 Round 19 Airdrie : 
v Rangers 4:25am LIVE : 
Scottish Premiership Round 20 
Hibernian v Hearts 6:40am LIVE 


SATURDAY 4TH JANUARY 
RaboDirect Pro 12 Round 12 Ulster : 
v Munster 6:05am LIVE on setan- 
tasportsplus.com : 
Sky Bet League 1 Round 25 : 
Gillingham v Wolves 6:40am LIVE : 
Aviva Premiership Round 12 : 
Northampton v Harlequins 6:45am _: 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 
Scottish Premiership Round 21 
Highlights Show 1:05pm 1st 
Airing 

Scottish Premiership Round 21 
Motherwell v Inverness 11:40pm 
LIVE 


SUNDAY 5TH JANUARY ; 
Scottish Premiership Round 21 Kil- : 
marnock v Aberdeen 2:00am N/A 
Scottish Premiership Round 21 

St Mirren v Celtic 11:40pm LIVE 


TUESDAY 7TH JANUARY 
Scottish Premiership Round 21 
Highlights Show 7:30pm 1st Airing - 


WEDNESDAY 8TH JANUARY i 
Capital One Cup Semi-Final 1st Leg: 
TBC v TBC 6:40am LIVE 


: HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 
: ALL GAMES LIVE ON FOX 1 


THURSDAY 9TH JANUARY 
Capital One Cup Semi-Final 1st Leg. 
TBC v TBC 6:40am LIVE 


FRIDAY 10TH JANUARY : 
Capital One Cup Semi-Final 1st Leg: 
Highlights Show 9:50pm 1st Airing 


SATURDAY 11TH JANUARY 

Sky Bet Championship Round 26 
Leicester v Derby 6:40am LIVE 
Scottish Premiership Round 22 
Aberdeen v Hibernian 6:45am 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 
Sky Bet Championship Round 26 


Sheff Weds v Leeds 11:10pm LIVE © 
: Mon Jan 6 Real Sociedad v Ath Bilbao 
Fox 1 


SUNDAY 12TH JANUARY 

Sky Bet Championship Round 26 
Ipswich v QPR 2:00am LIVE 
Scottish Premiership Round 
22 Inverness v Dundee United 
11:00pm LIVE on setantas- 
portsplus.com 


MONDAY 13TH JANUARY 
Sky Bet Championship Round 26: 
Highlights Show 9:50pm 1st Airing : 


TUESDAY 14TH JANUARY 
Scottish Premiership Round 22: 
Highlights Show 7:30pm 1st Airing - 


SATURDAY 18TH JANUARY 
Sky Bet Championship Round 27 
Leeds v Leicester 11:10pm LIVE 


SUNDAY 19TH JANUARY 
Sky Bet Championship Round 27 
Derby v Brighton 2:00am LIVE 


MONDAY 20TH JANUARY 
Sky Bet Championship Round 27 
Highlights Show 9:50pm 1st Airing . 


TUESDAY 21ST JANUARY 

Scottish League One Round 21 
Forfar v Rangers 6:40am LIVE 
Scottish Premiership Round 23 
Highlights Show 7:30pm 1st Airing - 


WEDNESDAY 22ND JANUARY 
Capital One Cup Semi-Final 2nd 
Leg TBC v TBC 6:40am LIVE 


THURSDAY 23RD JANUARY 
Capital One Cup Semi-Final 2nd 


Potato * ALL TIMES ARE AEDT 


: ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
: All games LIVE unless stated 
_ WEEK 20 

: Sat Jan 11 Hull v Chelsea 
11.35 pm 


: Sun Jan 12 Tottenham v Crystal Palace 
: 1.50 am 


Sun Jan 12 Everton v Norwich 
: 1.50 am 


: Sun Jan 12 Fulham v Sunderland 
1.50 am 


: Sun Jan 12 Southampton v West Brom 


1.50 am Viewers Choice 
- Sun Jan 12 Manchester United v 
Swansea 
Fox 1 


: 4.20 am 


: Mon Jan 13 Stoke v Liverpool 


: Tue Jan 14 Aston Villa v Arsenal 


: Sat Jan 4 Newcastle v Perth 5.30 pm 
- Sat Jan 4 Victory v Brisbane 
: Sun Jan 5 Mariners v Heart 


Every Sunday 7.00pm 


SANTO, SAM & ED’S TOTAL FOOTBALL 
: Mondays at 7.30pm on FOX Sports 1 


- SPANISH LA LIGA 


» Sun Jan 5 Rayo Vallecano v Villareal 
. 7.55 am 


6.55 am 


All times AEDT 


Fox 1 


Fox 1 


Sun Jan 12 Cardiff v West Ham 


1.50 am Viewers Choice 


Viewers Choice 


Viewers Choice 


: Mon Jan 13 Newcastle v Manchester City 


12.55 am Fox 1 


3.00 am Fox 1 


6.50 am Fox 1 


Fri Jan 3 Adelaide v Sydney 7.30 pm 


7.45 pm| 
5.00 pm 


SUNDAY SHOOT OUT 


Fox 1 


SBS 


Friday December 20th 
7:30 pm A-League Live — Round 13: 
Mariners v Melbourne Heart 


Every Sunday 
4:30 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


Every Monday 
4:30 pm FIFA Futbol Mundial 
11:00 pm The World Game 


Every Thursday 

8:30 pm Thursday FC 

11:00 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


SBS TWO 
Every Monday 
8:40 pm A-League Highlights Show 


Every Tuesday 
5:00 pm A-League Highlights Show 


www.goalweekly.com 


TV 
Heaven 


Matthew Naqvi 


John Aloisi is gone. After a sea- 
son without a win and a seven- 
teen game losing streak for Mel- 
bourne Heart the axe has finally 
swung. 

This is a club that is beyond cri- 
sis mode, Heart is a team with no 
identity, structure or belief. Their 
stance on ‘not being Melbourne 
Victory’ has been a poor one and 
failed them miserably. Currently, 
Melbourne Heart is a complete 
and utter shambles and they are 
the worst team to ever compete in 
the A-League. Heart need to make 
more changes in the boardroom, 
managers and coaches positions 
and most importantly on the field. 
Clearly the players are not up to 
standard and don’t believe in the 
system, hopefully with a clearout 


and some clever recruiting Heart 
can resemble a team that can well 
in the A-League. 


The standout game this weekend 
in A-League action is the Saturday 
night clash between third placed 
Melbourne Victory and ladder 
leaders Brisbane Roar. 

Victory is coming off a clas- 
sic draw against Western Sydney 
Wanderers. Both sides had their 
chances with James Troisi and 
Connor Pain both missing sitters. 
Thankfully Victory was able to se- 
cure a point thanks to Gui Finkler’s 
last play of the game, scoring an 
absolute pearler reminiscent of Da- 
vid Beckham. 

Roar had a field day against an 
inept Sydney FC, easing five goals 
into the back of the net. Former 
Sydney player Dimitri Petratos was 
the main weapon in attack, scoring 
his first A-League hat-trick. 

This contest should be fierce and 
fast paced, with the two best at- 
tacking sides going at it. Victory 
won't hold back from all-out attack 


against a dangerous Brisbane team 
that has been the standout this sea- 
son. The battle of the strikers will 
be exciting to watch with two of 
the A-League’s best goal scorers of 
all time Archie Thompson and Be- 
sart Berisha going head to head. 

This game will be 
beautiful to watch with plenty of 
skill and action; resulting in a num- 
ber of goals. It will go down to the 
wire and Victory should prevail 3-2 
to climb up the ladder and reduce 
Brisbane’s lead. 


In W-League action, Sydney FC 
takes on Perth Glory this Sunday at 
3pm on ABC1. The Sky Blues have 
played two of the best teams in the 
past two weeks in Melbourne Vic- 
tory and Brisbane Roar and come 
away with two points in tightly 
contested draws. Perth Glory has 
struggled all season with injuries 
wreaking havoc on the team and 
their success. 

These sides have a history of mas- 
sive score lines including an 11-0 
win to Sydney two years ago while 


Glory stunned the Sky Blues with 
a 7-5 win last season. 

This game will undoubtedly see 
a few goals scored and Sydney 
should get the win with a 4-2 final 
score line. Watch out for Samantha 
Kerr and her probing runs; don’t 
be surprised if she nets multiple 
goals. 


When all the action is said and 
done, make sure to watch the in- 
sightful analysis programs on the 
box. SBS has all your comprehen- 
sive coverage with The A-League 
Highlights Show hosted by Craig 
Foster and The World Game on 
Monday night. Don’t miss Santo, 
Sam and Ed’s Total Football on 
Foxtel for hilarity and plenty of 
puns. Thursday FC is your go to 
for light entertainment on Thurs- 
day night. 

Enjoy plenty of football action 
this weekend and hopefully your 
team wins. 


SSS SS S| 
\ Victorian 
Premier 
League 


Brandon Galgano 


Out With The Old, 
In With The New 


After almost a year of constant 
speculation, controversy and 
heated debate, a resolution re- 
garding the new NPLV competi- 
tion has been reached with FFA 
CEO David Gallop announcing 
that there will indeed be a new 
competition in Victoria for the 
2014 season. 

The announcement, made in early 
December, finally ended the stale- 
mate between the FFV and over 
60 of Victoria’s elite clubs which 
threatened to derail the code in the 
state. 

Speaking on behalf of Football 
Federation Australia, Gallop pro- 
fessed the importance of the NPL 
to the game in this country whilst 
also outlining the significance the 
leading clubs make in developing 
our own elite players. 

“The NPL is an integral part of 
our national elite player pathway 
and a hugely important reform of 
the semi-professional tier of Aus- 
tralian football,” Gallop said. 
“FFV and its clubs have agreed on 
an NPL model that’s now a bench- 
mark nationally in many areas. 
Australia wants to be among the 
elite nations in Asia and beyond, 
and that means developing the next 
generation of stars. I’m delighted 
Victoria will be at the forefront of 
that challenge.” 

It is now up to the clubs to re-apply 
for a position in the new elite com- 
petition and should they meet the 
FFA’s set requirements they will 
be placed in either the NPL-V or 
the NPL-1 divisions which have 
replaced the Victorian Premier 
League and State League One divi- 
sions respectively. 


Ap. 
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NATIONAL 
PREMIER LEAGUES 


STARS PLAYERS PLEAD GUILTY TO 
MATCH FIXING 

The so called ‘’ring leader’? and 
two players involved in the recent 
Southern Stars match fixing scan- 
dal have admitted to fixing matches 
involving the Southern Stars Foot- 


ball Club during this seasons Vic- 
torian Premier League campaign. 
Malaysian national Segaran “Ger- 
ry” Gsubramaniam, 45, pleaded 
guilty to one count of engaging in 
conduct that corrupts a betting out- 
come with the other nine charges 
against him dropped as a trade for 
a confession, Mr Gsubramaniam 
faces up to ten years in prison. 
English nationals Joe Woolley and 
Reis Noel also admitted to charges 
with Woolley, who pleaded guilty 
to three charges, convicted and 
fined $1200 whilst Noel pleaded 
guilty to four charges, and was 
convicted and fined $2000. 

Along with those two Coach 
Zaya Younan and players Nicho- 
las McKoy and David Obaze also 
face eight charges - four counts 
of engaging in, and four counts of 
facilitating conduct that corrupts a 
betting outcome. 

Both Woolley and Noel have shown 
remorse for their ‘’stupid actions”’ 
and with their sporting careers ef- 
fectively over they have pledged to 
provide evidence against the other 
players who were involved in the 
scandal. 

Each charge carries a maximum 
penalty of 10 years. 

More news will be published as it 
comes to hand. 


GAVALAS CALLS IT A DAY 

South Melbourne Goalkeeper Pe- 
ter Gavalas has called time on his 
playing career effective immedi- 
ately in a shock announcement 
due to increasing work commit- 
ments. The 26 year old won both 
the 2013 Theo Marmaris medal 
(SMFC Player of the season) and 
2013 Victorian Premier League 
goalkeeper of the year awards fol- 
lowing a blistering campaign at 
Lakeside Stadium where he was 
a key contributor in Hellas run to 
the preliminary final. Formerly an 
AIS scholarship holder in 2005 
and 2006, Gavalas has seen stints 
at Bentleigh, Heidelberg and the 
Melbourne Victory where he was 
an unused substitute on a few oc- 
casions during the 2006/2007 sea- 
son. He joined South Melbourne at 
the beginning of the 2012 season 
where he went on to make 44 ap- 
pearances for the club over two 
seasons. 


f news@goalweekly.com 
= PO Box 142 Port Melbourne VIC 3207 


Letter of the Week wins 2 x match 
tickets to an A-league match 


Reponse to article by Pablo 
Bateson ‘Triumph, turmoil and 
turning points: A year to remember’ 
in Goal Weekly edition of 27th-29th 
December 


Dear Goal! Weekly, 


| agree with Pablo's comments in 
respect of the development of a 
robust and healthy debate about the 
Socceroos and the “touch of sad- 
ness” about the lack of recognition 

of Osieck’s achievement in helping 
(coaching is probably an overstate- 
ment of his abilities) the Socceroos to 
qualify for a third World Cup in a row. 


Pablo, though, contradicts himself in 
the second last paragraph by stating 
that our support for the Socceroos 
must be unconditional. | have followed 
the Socceroos since the early 1970's 
and a healthy debate about the perfor- 
mances of the Socceroos is essential 
for attaining a higher profile in the 
public gaze and keeping the players 
feet slightly closer to the ground. 


| believe Postecoglou’s start as the 
national coach has been inauspicious. 
Costa Rica fielded a weakened team 


including minus EPL players and the 
possible or even probable retention 
of Neill and Bresciano are alarming. 
Neill’s current playing standard is not 
up to A-League, let alone international 
standard whilst Bresciano was too 
slow in 2010. Younger rivals will only 
become better players and they need/ 
must be given an opportunity in the 
lead-up to Brasil to demonstrate their 
ability to cope with the demands of 
international football. This is the only 
way to build a squad to compete, let 
alone reach the last four, of the Asian 
Cup. 


(I enjoy reading the fanzine and hope 
that you continue to publish insightful 
articles such as the referenced one 
and that on John Aloisi). In respect 
of Aloisi the problems lie as much in 
the Heart boardroom; they appointed 
him as much as with John’s hubris in 
believing he could coach a team and 
the purchase of a bunch of players 
based on past reputations; the most 
prominent being Kewell who played 
appalling against Phoenix on Friday 
evening). 


Robert Pettit 
Glen Iris 


Seeking Soccer Sleuths 


The Victoria Police Soccer Club is seeking the assistance 
of anyone interested in helping to trace the roots of the 


club. 


The club celebrates its 63rd anniversary next year, when 
a large function will be held, and is looking to capture its 
history once and for all. The role would involve assist- 
ing in collating photographs, articles and other artefacts 


which relate to the VPSC. 


For further details please contact Vince Manno on 0403 
130 273 or email: vincent.manno@police.vic.gov.au 


Photos: ADAM BUTLER 


Adelaide United 
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Match Details 


Adelaide United 1 (Djite 26) 
Newcastle Jets 0 
Crowd: 10,778 @ Coopers Stadium 


Adelaide United: 1.Eugene 
Galekovic, 5.0sama Malik (Jake 
Baker-Daish), 18.Michael Zullo, 

4. Jonathon Kain, 21.Tarek Elrich, 
9. Isaias, 10.Marcelo Carruscas 
(Nigel Boogaard), 13.Steve Lustica, 
9.Sergio Cirio, 11.Bruce Djite, 
7.Jeronimo Neumann (17.Awer 
Mabil) 


Yellow cards: Galekovic, Carrusca, 
Neumann. 
Red Cards:None 


Newcastle Jets: 1.Mark Birighitti, 
3.Taylor Regan, 21.Samuel Gal- 
laway (Craig Goodwin), 16.Jacob 
Pepper, 14.Joshua Mitchell, 
15.Joshua Brillante, 7.Andrew 
Hoole, 10.Nathan Burns (James 
Brown), 8.Ruben Zadkovich, 
5.Ben Kantarovksi (Emile Heskey), 
22.Adam Taggart. 


Yellow cards: Regan, Burns, Zadk- 
ovich, Kantarovski 
Red Cards: None 


Tackles 19 

Total Shots 10 

425 Total Passes 307 
57.7% Possession 42.3% 
9 Corners 5 
1 Offsides 3 
13 Fouls committed 16 


> 
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Adelaide United continued their 
mid-season surge by defeating 
the Newcastle Jets 1-0 in a fiery 
Hyundai A-League encounter at 
Coopers Stadium on Sunday. 

Bruce Djite’s first-half goal helped 
the Reds finish 2013 on a high, 
while Spaniard sensation Sergio 
Cirio repeatedly ran rings around 
the Jets who looked a frustrated 
outfit for much of the clash. 

Feelings regularly threatened to 
boil over often in what was an ill- 
tempered contest, with six yellow 
cards being dished out in the space 
of 31 minutes at one stage. 
Adelaide, notching their third suc- 
cessive clean sheet, were resplen- 
dent in the first half and resolute in 
the second as the visitors desper- 
ately but unsuccessfully sought to 
equalise. 

Isaias nearly broke through for- 
tuitously on eight minutes with a 
viciously swinging corner which 
curled with the breeze and came 
close to looping past Newcastle 
goalkeeper Mark Birighitti. 

For the most part though, the Reds 
dictated terms via slick passing 
and textbook defence as the Jets 
failed to rally a single shot on tar- 
get in the first half. 

Cirio broke clear and looked 
home and hosed on 20 minutes but 
was undone by a sensational goal- 
saving tackle by Newcastle right- 
back Jacob Pepper. 

Bossing play, the home side was 
surging and would ultimately be 
celebrating in the 26th minute 
when Djite busted the deadlock. 

Slicing through the midfield in 
trademark fashion, Cirio fed a nice 
pass to Jeronimo Neumann, who 
swung a nice cross which Birighit- 
ti did well to cut off, diving head- 
first forward. 

In heavy traffic, the ball rebound- 
ed to Steven Lustica, whose quick 
attempt was blocked by defender 
Josh Mitchell’s legs and into the 
path of the unmarked Djite, who 
hammered it home with force, 


Man of the Match = mess 


Osama Malik (Adelaide) 


~ 2 
<i 


Ruben Zadkovich (Jets) leaves Carrusca (Adelaide United) on the floor after a heavy challenge. 


Birighitti still well out of position. 
Adelaide came close to making 
it 2-0 when red-hot Cirio, with 
sizzling pace, laid one off for Je- 
ronimo but the Reds spearhead 
couldn’t beat Birighitti with his 
curling effort. 

The Jets were under the pump and 
the frustration was evident when 
Taylor Regan was booked for his 
crude sliding challenge on Mar- 
celo Carrusca in front of the Reds 
bench. 

The home crowd, clearly believ- 
ing a red card was in order, made 
its displeasure known every time 


7 


Regan touched the ball thereafter, 
while animated Adelaide coach 
Josep Gombau made his feelings 
clear before continuing the earnest 
conversation with referee Chris 
Beath after the half-time whistle. 

Jets midfielder Ben Kantarovski 
was booked just before the break 
for his physical tackle on Cirio, 
before Newcastle skipper Ruben 
Zadkovich and Adelaide striker Je- 
ronimo traded yellows shortly after 
the resumption. 

Jeronimo earned his fifth of the 
season which will sideline the Ar- 
gentine for next week’s clash with 


\ 


Adelaide United’s Bruce Djite pounces on a loose ball in the penalty area and the Reds’ revival continues. 
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Djite secures maximum points for rockin’ Reds 


Sydney FC. 
Then on 59 minutes Carrusca was 
booked for an ugly square-up, a 
studs-up challenge on Zadkovich, 
the spicy contest heating up physi- 
cally as the Jets captain smashed 
the resultant free kick well high. 
Carrusca was hurt following a 
rough, yellow-earning tackle by 
Nathan Burns, the Argentinian 
forced to substitute out of the con- 
test, as was Osama Malik, who was 
left dazed and groggy courtesy of 
an earlier head clash, the pair re- 
placed by Jake Barker-Daish and 
Nigel Boogaard respectively. 


os 


Adam Taggart gave the visitors 
their first real look for the after- 
noon in the 62nd minute when 
he found space on the burst, only 
to have his shot deflected by Eu- 
gene Galekovic, charging forward, 
while Josh Brillante’s rifle in the 
75th minute was well blocked by 
Jon McKain. 

At the other end, Barker-Daish hit 
one from the left flank in the 88th 
minute that drew a piece of both 
verticals and was somehow kept 
out by Birighitti, the home side do- 
ing enough to keep the Jets at bay. 


www.goalweekly.com 
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Photos: KAREN DOUGLAS 


NicGlinchey’s Sayonara with a Late Winner 


Central Coast 


CenTRalt coasT 


C2 


Perth Glory 


Match Details 


Central Coast Mariners FC 2 
(Sainsbury 12’, Mcglinchey 90+6’) 
Perth Glory FC 1 (Mcgarry 84’ 
(Pen)) 

Bluetongue Stadium, Gosford 
Referee: Shaun Evans 
Attendance: 12,919 


Central Coast Mariners FC: 

12. Liam Reddy (Gk), 2. Daniel 
Mcbreen, 3. Joshua Rose, 5. Zach- 
ary Anderson (10. Marcos Flores 
75’), 7. John Hutchinson (C), 8. Nick 
Montgomery, 9. Mitchell Duke (19. 
Matthew Simon 85’), 14. Michael 
Mcglinchey, 15. Storm Roux, 16. 
Trent Sainsbury (4. Marcel Seip 
65’), 21. Mile Sterjovski 


Substitutes Not Used: 1. JUstin 
Pasfield (Gk), 11. Nick Fitzgerald 
Yellow Cards: Seip 

Red Cards: Nil 


Perth Glory FC: 1. Danny Vukovic 
(Gk), 2. Jack Clisby, 7. Jacob Burns 
(C), 14. Steven Mcgarry, 16. Sidnei 
(15. Isaka Cernak 74’), 17. Chris 
Harold, 20. Daniel De Silva (4. 
Ryan Edwards 54’), 22. Ndumba 
Makeche (11. Adrian Zahra 54’), 
23. Michael Thwaite, 24. Matthew 
Davies, 25. Riley Woodcock 


Substitutes Not Used: 3. Brandon 
O'neill, 18. Jack Duncan (Gk) 
Yellow Cards: Burns X2, Mcgarry 
Red Cards: Burns 


By Adrian Deans 


Some interesting selections by 
Phil Moss paved the way for a 
return to form by the Mariners 
on New Year’s Eve. 

Marcel Seip and Marcos Flores 
were relegated to the bench in 
what looks like a line drawn in the 
sand on the issue of form. In re- 
cent weeks, Marcel Seip has been 
so slow moving he’s forced Trent 
Sainsbury out of position — some- 
thing rarely achieved by opposing 
strikers. Meanwhile at the other 
end of the park, Marcos Flores has 
not had the impact on games he 
was having at the start of the year. 
The return of Zac Anderson to the 
back four restored some pace, but 
it was the normally reliable Sains- 
bury who nearly cost his team on 
ten minutes when he ventured 
forward, kept ignoring the easy 
options, and lost the ball. Both he 
and Storm Roux were miles out of 
position and the ball was slipped 
quickly to Sidnei who went haring 
at goal and flashed the ball across 
for the fast arriving Chris Harold 
whose desperate lunge missed by 
millimetres. 

But despite that lapse, the Mari- 
ners quickly took control of the 
game with a return to their trade- 
mark one touch football to estab- 
lish time and space in the back 
third, and it was no surprise when 
they went ahead on 12 minutes. 
The only surprise was the scorer 
— Sainsbury, still up the park for 
a corner suddenly found the ball 
at his feet nine metres out and 
couldn’t miss (not if he hopes to 
be on the plane to Brazil). 

From there the Mariners did their 
best to keep Perth in the game, 
missing several chances and might 
have had a penalty on 39 minutes 
when Sterjovski’s shot was han- 
dled by Riley Woodcock — pos- 
sibly accidental but you see them 
given. 

After half time, the real drama 
began. Perth started to claw them- 
selves back into the game and Isa- 
ka Cernak did brilliantly to get to 
a difficult ball and cross for Chris 
Harold, whose looping header 
went narrowly wide. 

Sainsbury was replaced by Seip 
who, for once, was too fast. He 


\Wa-w sb 


tie sh iF 


Trent Sainsbury gets the New Year celebrations underway with the opening goal. 


was yellow carded by referee Ev- 
ans for entering the pitch without 
permission. Then Anderson was 
forced off and John Hutchinson 
was obliged to go to centre back 
to partner Seip — hardly a desirable 
combination against the zippy Glo- 
ry front men, and so it proved. In 
the 84th minute, Seip was late into 
his tackle on Harold and brought 
him down just inside the box. 
McGarry slammed a thunderbolt 
into the top right corner, and it 
looked like the Glory were off the 
hook, but the Mariners lifted again 
and should have scored in the 
89th minute when both Flores and 
McBreen were shown half the goal 
from eight metres out. 
Then came the main talking point. 
Jacob Burns having already picked 
up a yellow card (for mysterious 
reasons) was sent to the blood bin 
and in the haste and confusion of 
getting back on after his second 
shirt had already been bloodied, 
must have said something to the 


Ath official, because he exchanged 
words with Evans as Burns was 
about to re-enter the fray and Ev- 
ans immediately held up a second 
yellow and then red to the incredu- 
lous Perth captain. 

With five minutes of extra time 
the Mariners piled on the pressure 
against ten man Glory and were 
rewarded in the final minute when 
McGlinchey capped off a man of 
the match performance with the 
winner after Rose had hit the post 
with a header. 

It was a strong return to form by 
the slick passing and resilient Mar- 
iners, but they will be troubled by 
the injury to Sainsbury and finding 
a way to replace McGlinchey who 
departs now to join Graham Arnold 
in Japan. 


Adrian Deans is the author of Mr 
Cleansheets and more recently 
Straight Jacket — published by 
High Horse Books and available 
in all good book stores. www.adri- 
andeans.com 
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If looks could kill: Perth Glory’s Jacob Burns (7) lets his 
team-mates know the score. 
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24 Tackles 

23 Total Shots 

323 Total Passes 

37.5% Possession 

9 Corners 

2 Offsides 

17. Foulscommitted 14 


Man of the Match 
Michael McGlinchey (CCM) 
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Michael McGlinchey provides the perfect farewell present to Mariners fans after finishing from close range past Glory’s Danny Vukovic. 
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1.Eugene GALEKOVIC (GK) (c) 
3.Nigel BOOGAARD 
4.Jon McKAIN 

5.0sama MALIK 
8.ISAIAS 

9.Sergio CIRIO 
11.Bruce DJITE 
13.Steven LUSTICA 
16.Daniel BOWLES 
17.Awer MABIL 
18.Michael ZULLO 
19.Jake BARKER-DAISH 
21.Tarek ELRICH 
20.Paul IZZO (GK) 
22.Fabio FERREIRA 
26.Anthony COSTA 


Ins: 16.Daniel BOWLES (promot- 
ed), 22.Fabio FERREIRA (returns 
from injury) 


Outs: 7.JERONIMO (suspended — 
1 match), 10.Marcelo CARRUSCA 
(general soreness — 1 week) 


Unavailable: 6.CASSIO (hamstring 
tendon — 3 weeks) 


Sky Blues next 
as Reds ona 
roll 


Adelaide have breathed new life 
into their season - and released 
the pressure valve on coach Jo- 
sep Gombau - with seven points 
from their past three matches 
including last weekend’s spiteful 
1-0 win over Newcastle. 

What’s more impressive though is 
they have managed to keep a clean 
sheet in all of those matches and 
they have looked a far more reso- 
lute outfit. They do have some in- 
jury worries heading into this one 
though, with Osama Malik (ankle) 
and Marcelo Carrusca (groin) both 
in serious doubt, while Jeronimo 
Neumann is suspended. But wing- 
er Fabio Ferreira is a chance to 
return. 

After a four-game winning streak 
a few weeks back, Sydney are sud- 
denly in freefall after three defeats 
from their past four matches. The 
Sky Blues were blown away by 
league leaders Brisbane last time 
out, crushed 5-2 on their home 
turf at Allianz Stadium. Skipper 
Alessandro Del Piero lasted only 
45 minutes of that match but is ex- 
pected to be right to face the Reds. 
Joel Chianese is a chance to return 
from injury while youngster Corey 
Gamiero is pushing for a starting 


berth after two strong performances 
off the bench in the last fortnight. 


Adelaide - The Reds’ return to form 
has been off-set by a string of inju- 
ries. Fabio Ferreira has missed the 
last couple of matches and now the 
likes of Malik and Carrusca are set 
to join him on the sidelines. With 
a host of key players out of the 
side - or at least not 100 per cent 
fit - Adelaide’s depth is going to 
be severely tested at a time where 
they need to continually picking up 


points. 


Sydney - Frank Farina needs to find 
away to re-invigorate and re-ener- 
gise his side after they looked hor- 
ribly tired and slow in the defeat to 
the Roar. It might have had some- 
thing to do with the fact the aver- 
age age of the side was over 30, the 
oldest team in Sydney FC’s history. 
While the experience of the likes 
Del Piero, Brett Emerton, Richard 
Garcia and Matt Thompson is im- 
portant, it might be an idea to get 


FRIDAY SRD JANUARY 2014 


Fri Jan 3 Hindmarsh Stdm 7:30 PM 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 26 
Adelaide 11 
Sydney FC 12 
Drawn 3 


Referee: Strebre Delovski 


Radio Broadcast: 891 ABC Adelaide, 
ABC Local Radio South Australia, 
702 ABC Sydney, ABC Local Radio 
NSW Grandstand Digital and 
Online/Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#ADLvSYD 


a few more youngsters in the team 
to add the pace and spark needed to 
compete with the leading teams in 
the A-League. 


Bruce Djite - It’s no surprise the 
Reds struggled for results at the 
start of the season when Djite was 
sidelined through injury. The burly 
striker provides a real focal point 
to the Adelaide attack and his abil- 
ity to hold up the ball and bring the 
likes of Carrusca, Cirio and Isaias 
into the game is vitally important. 
Djite is starting to find his range in 
front of goal to, his strike against 
the Jets was his second for the cam- 
paign in a handful of starts. 


2 


SYDNEY 


Sydney FC Line Up 


1.lvan NECEVSKI (gk) 

3. Marc WARREN 

4.Ranko DESPOTOVIC 
5.Matt JURMAN 

6.Nikola PETKOVIC 

7. Brett EMERTON 

8. Pedj BOJIC 

9. Corey GAMEIRO 

10. Alessandro DEL PIERO (c) 
11.Richard GARCIA 
15.Terry MCFLYNN 
19.Nicky CARLE 

20.Vedran JANJETOVIC (gk) 
22.Ali ABBAS 

24. Hagi GLIGOR 
27.Christopher NAUMOFF 
28.Matt THOMPSON. 

(One to be omitted) 


Ins: 27.Christopher NAUMOFF 
(promoted), 3. Marc WARREN (pro- 
moted), 5.Matt JURMAN (promoted) 


Outs: 2. Seb RYALL, 16. Joel 
CHIANESE 


Unavailable: Seb RYALL (calf 

— 1 week), Joel CHIANESE 

(ankle — 1 week), Rhyan GRANT 
knee — season), Peter TRIANTIS 
groin - indefinite), Terry ANTONIS 
thigh - indefinite), Tiago Calvano 
Suspended — 3 matches) 


= oe oe 


Jets Line Up 


1. Mark BIRIGHITT! (gk) 
3. Taylor REGAN 

4. Kew JALIENS 

5. Ben KANTAROVSKI 
6. Zenon CARAVELLA 
7. Andrew HOOLE 

8. Ruben ZADKOVICH (c) 
9. Emile HESKEY 

10. Nathan BURNS 

11. Craig GOODWIN 
15. Josh BRILLANTE 
16. Jacob PEPPER 

17, James VIRGILI 

18. James BROWN 

19. Michael BRIDGES 
21. Sam GALLAWAY 
22. Adam TAGGART 

20. Ben KENNEDY (gk) 


Ins: 4. Kew JALIENS (returns 
from injury) 17. James VIRGILI 
(promoted), 19. Michael Bridges 
(promoted) 

Outs: 14. Josh MITCHELL 


Unavailable: Nil 


Jets Hold Top 
Six Hopes 


The Newcastle Jets face the Perth 
Glory this Saturday afternoon in 
a match that is vital to the top 
6 hopes of both sides as the sea- 
son starts to heat up before the 
finals. 

Newcastle is coming off a poor 
performance away against Ade- 
laide in a spicy affair that was in no 
way helped by the pre-game com- 
ments of Josep Gombau. 

Perth were involved in one of the 
most bizarre matches of the season 
with the referee at the forefront, 
before succumbing to a Michael 
McGlinchey strike in the 6th min- 
ute of stoppage time against the 
Mariners. 

Just how the visitors recover from 
the setback will be crucial to how 
they go against the Jets on Satur- 
day. 

Newcastle coach Gary Van Eg- 
mond is looking to revitalise a tir- 
ing outfit and is looking likely to 
include both Joey Gibbs and Craig 
Goodwin from the start on the 
weekend. 

It will be their first major action 
of the season, with Goodwin lim- 
ited to mostly cameos off the bench 
and Gibbs having only featured in 
eight minutes of A-League action, 
albeit scoring in that time against 


the Roar. 

Perth, under the care of their new 
manager Kenny Lowe has shown 
some promising signs in their re- 
cent fixtures. 

Lowe has mostly continued with 
the youth mantra that was set out 
by his predecessor Alaistair Ed- 
wards for some promising early 
results. 

The unlucky loss against the 
Mariners came after a home draw 
against Adelaide and he has ap- 
peared to gel the squad together 
again after what was one of the 
most tumultuous chapters in the 
history of the Glory. 

One man who has been impressive 
is Steven McGarry who has pro- 


vided a calm head around the Glory 
young guns and has improved their 
transition game immensely. 

The Jets trio in midfield of Ben 

Kantarovski, Ruben Zadkovich 
and Josh Brillante will have to be 
on guard to stop the effect that Mc- 
Garry can have on the contest. 
On the other hand, Perth will miss 
the influence of Jacob Burns in 
midfield, with the hard man now 
suspended for the red card he re- 
ceived against the Mariners. 

This should be an area the jets can 
exploit. It is their mobility that has 
caused problems for opponents and 
they should again be able to do the 
same against the Glory. 
Defensively the Glory also looked 


Sat Jan 4 Hunter Stadium 5:30 PM 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 25 
Jets 6 
Glory 13 
Drawn 6 


Referee: Matt Gillett 


Radio Broadcast: Full coverage Online/ 
Mobile phone app Second half coverage 
1233 ABC Newcastle, 720 ABC Perth, 
ABC Local Radio Western Australia, 
Grandstand Digital 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
NEWvPER 


there for the taking against the 
Mariners and the Jets will hope to 
exploit this through their fresh legs 
up front. 

Michael Thwaite looked at times to 
be isolated at the back as his young 
centre half partner Jack Clisby 
looked a little out of his depth at 
times. 

If the Jets can isolate Clisby, it 
could be an avenue to goal for the 
home side. 

The Jest should also welcome back 
their Dutch defender Kew Jaliens 
who was rested for the Adelaide 
game due to a slight leg injury. 
With their main defender back and 
the Glory looking slightly shaky 
at the back, expect the jets to do 
enough to win the contest. 


Glory 


1.Daniel VUKOVIC (GK) 
2.Jack CLISBY 
3.Brandon O’NEILL 
4.Ryan EDWARDS 
6.Cameron EDWARDS 
11. Adrian ZAHRA 
14.Steven McGARRY 
15. Isaka CERNAK 
16.Sidnei SCIOLA MORAES 
17. Chris HAROLD 
18.Jack DUNCAN 

20. Danny DE SILVA 
22. Ndumba MAKECHE 
23.Michael THWAITE 
24.Matthew DAVIES 
25. Riley WOODCOCK 
26.Harry O'BRIEN 

** one to be omitted ** 


Ins: 15. Cameron EDWARDS, 
26.Harry O’BRIEN 


Outs: 7. Jacob BURNS (suspen- 
sion) 


Unavailable: Nil 


KNOW YOUR FOOTBALL? ENJOY WRITING? 


WEEKLY 


Pedro’s Pizza 


7 | 
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GW IS SEEKING FOOTBALL CONTRIBUTORS WHO 
KNOW HOW TO WRITE A GOOD GAME. 
Apply within at news@goalweekly.com 


327 Bay St Port Melb VIC 3207 Tel: (03) 9646 4110 
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Victory Line Up 


1. Nathan COE (GK) 

2. Pablo CONTRERAS 

3. Adama TRAORE 

4. Nick ANSELL 

5. Mark MILLIGAN 

6. Leigh BROXHAM 

7. Gui FINKLER 

9. Kosta BARBAROUSES 
11. Connor PAIN 

13. Andrew NABBOUT 
14. James TROISI 

15. Mitch NICHOLS 

16. Rashid MAHAZI 

17. Jimmy JEGGO 

20. Lawrence THOMAS (GK) 
23. Adrian LEIJER 

24, Scott GALLOWAY 
25, Jason GERIA. 

**two to be omitted** 


Ins: 16. Rashid MAHAZI, 4. Nick 
ANSELL 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: 10. Archie THOMP- 
SON 


Victory goes 
head-to-head 


with leaders 
Andrew Bishara 


If last weekend’s clash against 
the Western Sydney Wanderers 
was a test of Melbourne Victory’s 
attacking determination, — this 
Saturday night’s game against 
the Brisbane Roar will show- 
case the Victory’s championship 
meddle. 

The Roar is the form team of the 
competition and is well deserved 
of its status as championship fa- 
vourites. A year after of rebuilding 
the squad has seen Mike Mulvey’s 
team march to the top with its flow- 
ing attacking style. 

Its 5-2 win against Sydney FC dem- 
onstrated its Roar-alona football 
game, but also its increased depth, 
with former Sydney striker Dimitri 
Petratos scoring a hat-trick in place 
of the injured Besart Berisha. 
Mulvey praised his side’s perfor- 
mance when it came to sticking to 
its game plan. 

“Some of the football was just 
beautiful to watch and it was a joy 
to see the interpassing and the in- 
terchanging of positions and the 
finish at the end of it,” 

“Thomas [Broich] was the orches- 
trator tonight, he was dropping off 
and getting into holes and bringing 
other people into play. 


“We have one of the best strikers 


[Besart Berisha] in the land, he’s 
at home and we scored five and it 
could’ve been eight. 

“T thought it was a very dominant 
display.” 

Berisha won’t be back in time for 
the game against the Victory with 
his hip injury looking to keep him 
out for another week. Apart from 
that, the Roar will look to keep the 
same team that crushed Sydney. 
Mulvey’s Victory counterpart, 
Kevin Muscat also has similar 
problems with key attacking player 
Archie Thompson being given until 
the last minute to prove his fitness 
in time for the game. 

The Victory boss has also had to 
resist calls for bringing in Gui Fin- 


Sat Jan 4 AAMI Park 7:30 PM 


kler into the starting eleven follow- 
ing the Brazilian’s brilliant cameo 
appearance against the Wanderers. 
“Tm actually quite happy with 
what Gui is delivering at the mo- 
ment. He’s coming on, he’s chang- 
ing the outcome of games. When 
he is ready to play 90 minutes, I'll 
play him,” Muscat said. 


“T’m not going to go into the details 
of it (but) Gui’s come a long way. 
“He’s had a serious knee operation 
less than 12 months ago. There was 
a plan in place for Gui long before 
the last couple of weeks. We are 
certainly aware of Gui’s ability but 
we are also aware of his body.” 
Muscat won’t succumb to anyone 
else’s demands so it looks like that 


The Odds | Head-to-Head — 
Played 25 
Victory 11 

Roar 8 
Drawn 6 


Referee: Kris Griffiths-Jones 


Radio Broadcast: 774 ABC Melbourne, 
ABC Local radio Victoria, 936 ABC 
Hobart and ABC Northern Tasmania 
612 ABC Brisbane, ABC Local Radio 
QLD, Grandstand Digital, Online/ 
Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
MVCvBRI 


the Victory will stick to the same 
team that played against the Wan- 
derers. 

This will be different type of game 
for the hosts. Whereas the Wan- 
derers are content playing on the 
break, the Roar will take the game 
to the Melbourne side. 

The defence will be tested, but so 
too will the Roar’s. For its all at- 
tacking thrust, it can lose when 
teams take advantage of the coun- 
ter-attack. 

It will be tantalising clash; the Roar 
is the best team in the league at the 
moment, but the Victory are pick- 
ing up form at the right time. An 
entertaining draw is the best bet. 


All times are AEDT 


1. Michael THEO 

2. Matthew SMITH (c) 
5. Ivan FRANJIC 

10. HENRIQUE 

11. Liam MILLER 

13. Jade NORTH 

14. Diogo FERREIRA 
15. James DONACHIE 
17. Matt McKAY 

18. Luke BRATTAN 

19. Jack HINGERT 

20. Matthew ACTON (gk) 
22. Thomas BROICH 
23. Dimitri PETRATOS 
26.Corey BROWN 

27. Brandon BORRELLO 


Ins: Nil 


Outs: 29. Kwame Yeboah (leaves 
for Borussia Monchengladbach) 


Unavailable: 3. Shane STEFA- 
NUTTO (hamstring - one week), 7. 
Besart BERISHA (Hip — one week), 
25. George LAMBADARDIS (knee 
- season) 


CeEntTRal coast 


Mariners Line Up 


1. Justin PASFIELD (Gk) 
2. Daniel MCBREEN 

3. Joshua ROSE 

4. Marcel SEIP 

5. Zachary ANDERSON 
6. Brent GRIFFITHS 

7. John HUTCHINSON (C) 
8. Nick MONTGOMERY 
9. Mitchell DUKE 

11. Nick FITZGERALD 
12. Liam REDDY (Gk) 

13. Hayden MORTON 
14. Michael MCGLINCHEY 
15. Storm ROUX 

16. Trent SAINSBURY 

17. Anthony CACERES 
19. Matt SIMON 

21. Mile STERJOVSKI 
*two to be omitted* 


Ins: 6. Brent GRIFFITHS, 13. 
Hayden MORTON, 17. Anthony 
CACERES (all promoted) 


Outs: 10. Marcos FLORES (knee — 
indefinite {tests Friday}) 


Unavailable: 22. Tom SLATER 
(back — 1 week), 23. Adam 
KWASNIK (knee — season) 


The McGlinch 
Who Stole 
(Away at) 


Christmas 
Adrian Deans 


McGlinchey is going. 

Only WH Auden could do jus- 
tice to how Mariners fans will feel 
about his departure. There have 
been higher profile (and arguably 
better) players to leave the Mari- 
ners for greener pastures but few 
more effective. Graham Arnold 
is thieving only one of his former 
charges, and the fact that he’s opt- 
ed for McGlinchey speaks volumes 
about how coaches understand the 
way their teams tick. 

The match against Heart will be his 
last (for a while at least) in a Mari- 
ners shirt so the Mariners had better 
take full advantage. 

There is also some doubt over the 
availability of Sainsbury (hamstring) 
and Anderson (back spasms) and 
the loss of either would favour the 
Heart. Marcel Seip has been slow 
and unconvincing, and has even 
seemed to hamper Sainsbury who 
has not been able to go naturally into 
correct shape — compensating for 
Seip’s tardiness. 


The other main interest in the match 
will be on the return of inaugural 
coach John van’t Schipp. Teams tend 
to lift after a new coach comes in so 
the Mariners will know they’re in 
for a match — especially with Harry 
Kewell back to full fitness and want- 
ing to stake a late run for a ticket to 
Brazil. 

In my opinion the Heart (and John 
Aloisi in particular) have been dread- 
fully unlucky this season. Aloisi has 
been without numerous stars due to 
injury and suspension and has been 
badly let down by his team in front 
of goal. Michael Mifsud in particular 
has been wasteful (despite getting 


Sun Jan 5 Bluetongue Stdm 5:00 PM 


himself into many good positions). 
If he had converted just a third of his 
easy chances, Aloisi would still be in 
a job and the Heart would be not too 
far from the top six. 

Phil Moss will be strongly aware 

that the Heart are overdue to convert 
their chances and are playing far bet- 
ter than their lowly position would 
suggest. 
But he will have been mightily en- 
couraged by the slick passing perfor- 
mance against Perth on New Year’s 
Eve and will be hoping that the Mar- 
iners of 2012/13 are back. If only to 
send McGlinchey out in style. 


The Odds | Head-to-Head 
Played 10 
Mariners 7 
Heart 1 
Drawn 2 


Referee: Jarred Gillett 


Radio Broadcast: Full coverage Online/ 
Mobile phone app Second half coverage 
92.5 ABC Central Coast, 774 ABC 
Melbourne, ABC Local radio Victoria, 
Grandstand Digital, Online/Mobile phone 


Join the conversation on 


Twitter using the hash-tag 
CCMvMHT 


If Sainsbury and Anderson are fit, 

then I think the Mariners will win a 
lot more comfortably. If they are not, 
it will be a difficult afternoon against 
a Heart likely to start beating... 
other teams. 
In late news, Central Coast Mariner’s 
Argentine playmaker Marcos Flores 
today sustained an injury to his right 
knee at training. 

Flores will have scans on the injury 
on Friday which will determine the 
extent of the injury. 


erm, 


Adrian Deans is the author of Mr 
Cleansheets and more recently 
Straight Jacket — published by High 
Horse Books and available in all 
good book stores. www.adriande- 


ans.com 


MELBOURNE 

WEADT 

HEART 
Put 


1. Andrew REDMAYNE (GK) 
3. Robbie WIELAERT 

6. Patrick GERHARDT 

7. lain RAMSAY 

8. Massimo MURDOCCA 
10. Harry KEWELL (C) 
11.Michael MIFSUD 

14. Golgol MEBRAHTU 
15. David WILLIAMS 

16. Aziz BEHICH 

17. Jason HOFFMAN 
18. David Vrankovic 

20. Tando VELAPHI (Gk) 
21. Stefan MAUK 

22. Nick KALMAR 

23. Mate DUGANDZIC 
24. Patrick KISNORBO 
25. Andrea MIGLIORINI 
**Two to be omitted*** 


Ins: 21. Stefan MAUK (promoted), 
24. Patrick KISNORBO (returns 
from suspension) 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: 4. Orlando ENGE- 
LAAR (Fractured tibia — 2-6 
weeks), 13. Jonatan GERMANO 
(Calf — 3-4 weeks) 


___ TIME TO SILENCE THE 


HYUNDAI 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 4 


KICK-OFF 7:30PM @ AAMI PARK 
TICKETEK.COM.AU 


WESTFIE FAGUE KICK-OFF/GATES OPEN 4.45PM 
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FIFA/Coca-Cola 


World Rankings 
Final standings for 2013 


Country Pts 
1 Spain 1507 
2 Germany 1318 
3 Argentina 1251 
4 Colombia 1200 
5 Portugal 1172 
6 Uruguay 1132 
7 Italy 1120 
8 Switzerland 1113 
9 Netherlands 1106 
10 Brazil 1102 
11 Belgium 1098 
12 Greece 1055 
13 England 1041 
14 USA 1019 
15 Chile 1014 
16 Croatia 971 
17 Cote d’lvoire 918 
18 Ukraine 907 
19 Bosnia 899 
20 France 893 
21 Mexico 892 
22 Russia 870 
23 Ecuador 852 
24 Ghana 849 
25 Denmark 831 
26 Algeria 800 
27 Sweden 793 
28 Czech Rep 766 
29 Slovenia 762 
30 Serbia 752 
58 Australia 565 
90 New Zealand 378 
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A-League | Round 13 


Round 13: ASK THE EXPERTS 


THE VERDICT Wanderers - 14 Phoenix - 0 - Draw - 1 


Santo 
Cilauro 


WsW 
Adelaide 
Jets 
Victory 
CCM 


Last week: 2 % 


Working Dog Productions 


Wanderers 

Adelaide > 
Newcastle we 
Victory 

Mariners 

Last week: 4 (: 


NSL Champ / Fox Sports 


Sleeman 


Wanderers @ 


Adelaide 
Jets 
Reigning Tipping Champ 


Draw 
Mariners 


Last week: 3 


George 


Donikian 


Wanderers 
Adelaide 
Draw 
Victory 
Heart 


Last week: 2 


Media Mogul 


30 


i 


Ross 
Alatsas 


Wanderers 
Adelaide 
Jets 
Victory 
Mariners 


Last week: 2 


GM Greek Media Group 


22 


John 
Doyle 


Wanderers 
Sydney 
Jets 

Roar 

Draw 


Last week: 2 
Original Captain Socceroo 


Adelaide - 13 Sydney FC- 1 Draw - 1 


George 
Calombaris 

Wanderers 
Adelaide 
Jets 


Victory 
Mariners 


Last week: 4 
No.1 Victory ticket holder 
Jimmy 
Campbell 


Wanderers 
Adelaide 
Jets 
Victory 
Mariners. 


Last week: 3 
Former Socceroo 


Peter 


Katholos 


Wanderers 

Adelaide 

Newcastle 

Draw 

Central Coast ‘\ 


Last week: 1 
Former Socceroo 


Jets - 12 Glory- 0 Draw - 3 


Eddie 


Krncevic 


Wanderers 
Adelaide 
Draw 

Roar 
Mariners 


Last week: 2 
Former Socceroo 


George 
Campbell 


Wanderers 
Adelaide 
Newcastle 
Brisbane 
Mariners 


Last week: 2 
Sth Melb & NSL Legend 


28 


Steve 
Blair 
Wanderers 
United 
Newcastle 


Roar 
Mariners 


Last week: 4 


Former Socceroo 


Victory - 7 Roar- 4 Draw - 4 


13 


Mariners - 11 Heart- 1 Draw - 3 


26 


John 
Perin 


Wwsw 
Adelaide 
Draw 
Draw 
Draw 


Last week: 2 
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World Cup ‘74 Socceroo 


Kiss Of 
Death 


Wanderers 
Adelaide 
Jets 

Draw 
Mariners 
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Last week: 1 
GW Contributors 


Adelaide United 


V 


Sydney FC 


Adelaide United have lost two of their 
last three home league games to 
Sydney FC (W1). 


Sydney have travelled to Adelaide 
12 times previously in the A-League; 
they have never kept a clean sheet 
there. 


Adelaide have kept three successive 
clean sheets in the A-League — this 
after conceding a goal in each of their 
previous 13 games in the competi- 
tion. 


This is the first time that Adelaide 
have gone three A-League games 
unbeaten since January 2013 — they 
haven’t gone four unbeaten in suc- 


cenrRat coasT 


V 


CC Mariners 


cession since November 2012. 


None of Sydney’s last 13 A-League 
games have ended in a draw (W6 L7). 


Sydney FC have won just one of their 
last 14 away games in the A-League 
(W1 D3 L10). 


No side has hit the woodwork more 
often than Sydney FC this season in 
the A-League (8 times). 


Adelaide’s total of three headed goals 
in the A-League this season is a joint- 
league high with Perth Glory. 


MELBOURNE 


HEART 


Melbourne Heart 


Mariners have lost just once to 
Melbourne Heart in the A-League 
(W7 D2). 


Melbourne Heart have travelled four 
times previously to Mariners; losing in 


all of those instances. 


Mariners have bagged exactly two 
goals in their last three league meet- 
ings with Melbourne Heart. 

Despite winning five times in the A- 


Newcastle Jets 


Perth Glory 


Newcastle Jets are without a win over 
Perth Glory in six A-League matches 
(D2 L4). 


Perth Glory have conceded just one 
goal in their last three league games 
against Newcastle Jets. 


Newcastle have failed to score and 
lost in three of their last five A-League 
games, but in the other two during 
this run, they have scored exactly two 
goals and won. 


Perth Glory have won just one of their 
last eight A-League matches (W1 
D3 L4). 


Glory have lost three successive A- 
League games on the road and have 


League this season, the Central Coast 
Mariners are yet to win back to back 
matches in 2013-14. 


The Mariners have conceded just 
five times in their last 11 A-League 
games, and never more than once in 
a match during this run. 


Melbourne Heart’s run without an 
A-League victory now stands at 17 
matches (L13 D4). 


scored just twice in their last five 
A-League away games. 


In their last 14 A-League away 
games, Perth have won just twice — 
but one of these victories came at 
Newcastle Jets in March 2013 (2-1). 


Perth Glory’s average shots per 
game tally (7.8) is the lowest in the 
A-League so far this season. 


Newcastle goalkeeper Mark Birighitti 
has been forced in to making more 
saves than any other goalkeeper this 
season (51) but has the best saves to 
shots average (81%). 


Only two teams in the history of the 
A-League have gone on a longer win- 
less streak than this — New Zealand 
Knights (19 games in Sept 05-Aug 
06) and Perth Glory (18 games in Dec 
06-Nov 07). 


Melbourne Heart’s current winless 
streak away from home of 19 games 
(L16 D3) is the longest ever seen in 
the A-League. 


Melbourne Victory 


V 


Brisbane Roar 


Melbourne Victory are unbeaten in 
their last eight leagues at home to 
Brisbane Roar. 


Brisbane Roar have conceded exactly 
one goal in their last three league 
games against Melbourne Victory. 


Melbourne Victory have lost just one 
of their last six A-League games (W3 
D2 L1), conceding just four goals in 
these matches overall. 


Victory have kept a clean sheet in 
four of their seven A-League home 
games this season. 


Brisbane have won three successive 
A-League away games. They have not 
won four in a row since April 2012. 


Assists 

1 Thomas Broich (Roar) 
2 Carlos Hernandez (Phoenix) 

3 Mitch Nichols (Victory) 
4ShinjiOno (Wanderers) 

5 lvan Franjic (Roar) 

5 Luke Brattan (Roar) 

5 Sidnei (Glory) 


woOwwowh bb 


Each of the last 17 A-League (inc. 
playoffs) games involving Brisbane 
Roar have produced a winner (W12 
L7). 


Of all players to have scored at least 
four times in the A-League this sea- 
son, Besart Berisha (101 mins) has 
the best minutes per goal average. 


Melbourne Victory have averaged 
the highest shots per game (excl. 
blocked) in the A-League this season 
(11.5). 


Brisbane Roar have the best disci- 
plinary record in the A-League this 
season (20y Or). 


Passes 

1 Thomas Broich (Roar) 558 
2 Vince Lia (Phoenix) 490 
3 Luke Brattan (Roar) 482 
4 James Troisi (Victory) 469 
5 Matt McKay (Roar) 434 
6 Carlos Hernandez (Phoenix 430 
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PoL’s Football Funnies 


Apparently some fans of the Vic- 
tory and Wanderers gathered 
pre-game on Saturday to de- 
bate which was the better film, 
The Football Factory or Green 
Street Hooligans. It was a heated 
debate, and passions (which are 
not a crime) ran high and it soon 
escalated (not as much as the An- 
chorman fight scene though). 

Onto the game, and the Wan- 
derers took the lead and their fans 
celebrated with pyrotechnics whilst 
the Northern Terrace sulked in si- 
lent protest. Gui Finkler equalised 
with the final, brilliant, kick of the 
game. It was a free-kick so good it 
saw Brenton Speed steal some of 
Andy Harper’s hyperbole-giving 
potion, claiming it was more per- 
fectly placed than anything the 
great Zico ever produced. 

That’s about the right note for 
everyone to take a few deep breaths 
and calm down. Which I wish more 
would do before giving their view 
of the situation in newspaper/online 
columns, in the comments sections 
of said columns, in tweets, blogs 
and posts on forums. 

I’m still struggling to see what 
football hooligans having a fight at 
a pub has to do with drunks at the 
cricket, but many people seem to try 
to tie the two together. The people 
involved are hooligans, or at least 
wannabee ones. Maybe not on the 


®) 


Look at.moi, look at moi... 


scale of some overseas countries, 
but they are not entirely random in- 
cidents occurring here. As long as 
people look to deflect from the is- 
sue rather than tackle it, things will 
not improve but get worse. 

Onto the flares, the great smoke- 
screen, literally. Covering up the 
real issue, more words were written 
about the flares and bungers used 
by the RBB than the Bourke Street 
Brawl. Compared to groups physi- 
cally attacking each other to be able 
to brag about “conquering” turf, 
flares are a bit of a non-issue. 

There are many things that have 
enabled the rise of this hooligan 
culture in the A-League. Starting 
with the denial that there even was 
one. The excuse making of exag- 
gerations from anti-football media 
has lead the issue not being tackled 


seriously, and allowed the perpetra- 
tors a sense of entitlement as well 
as protection from sections of the 
community who should have been 
condemning them. 

On entitlement, the Fox Sports 
coverage hyping up and at times fo- 
cusing as much on certain support- 
ers groups as the game at hand has 
empowered some among them into 
thinking they are the actual stars 
of the show. Combine hashtags 
like PowerTheGame and slogans 
like Passion Is Not A Crime with 
swelling numbers and it’s a recipe 
for some fans to think whatever 
they do is adding to the atmosphere 
and promoting a hardcore football 
culture. 

The complete polar opposite way 
violent acts from supporters are 
handled by the FFA at A-League 


level compared to its counterparts 
at the State League level is also a 
factor. If clubs were facing massive 
fines, games behind closed doors 
and points deductions one would 
assume they'd take their responsi- 
bilities more seriously. Instead they 
are allowed to wash their hands of 
incidents. 

It’s bemusing to note that an FFV 
club can be asked for a “please ex- 
plain” and then be charged for com- 
ments made on social media by it’s 
players or supporters yet pitched 
internet battles spilling into real life 
violence take place without clubs 
being held to account in the same 
manner. 

The time has come for the heads 
to come out of the sand and for 
genuine action to be taken. 


TWEETS OF THE WEEK 


Its been a big week in the World 
of football with the English 
Premier Leagues top spot being 
shared around more than Miley 
Cyrus at the latest LA music 
bash. But the biggest news story 
was one that did the A-League 
and the sport in this country no 
favors at all. A classic encounter 
between Melbourne Victory and 
The Western Sydney Wanderers 
was over shadowed by certain 
fans letting off flairs and fight- 
ing before during and after the 
game. Wanderers coach Tony 
Popovic praised the travelling 
contingent after the game that 
left many people wondering 
where is standards actually lie. 


Shane mvfc Quinn(@Victoryboy7 
29 Dec 

Tony Popovic encouraging what we 
saw and experienced in the stands 
last night. Is this guy all there or 
what??? Bizarre... 


I actually feel bad brining the 
subject up and giving it more 
paper time because the idiots from 
both sets of fans simply don’t 
deserve it. 


Mick - Victory Fan(@MVictoryFan 
29 Dec 

@MariaZ_MVFC Should 
never be brawls, regard- 
less. That’s not support- 
ing, its idiocy from both 
groups. 


The Premier League is 
hotting up at both ends 
of the league with unex- 
pected results happening 
all over the place, even 
the unexpected goal 
scorers are getting more 
recognition. 


Football Quotes\(@ 
FootballQuote_ 

29 Dec 

West Brom fans at Upton Park 
“Anelka has scored, Anelka has 
scored, how shit must you be, 
Anelka has scored” 


It wasn’t long ago that there was 
talk of David Beckham moving 
over to the A-League. This talk 
was quickly quashed when the 
England legend hung up his boots 
after a stellar career that included 
league titles in no less than four 
different countries. But why did 
the great man finally retire? 


Speaking of Lionel Messi 
remember when Steven Gerrard 
compared him to Joe Cole? 


Football Quotes (@FootballQuote_ 
27 Dec 

“Messi can do amazing things, but 
anything he can do, Joe can do as 
well, if not better.” Steven Gerrard 
on Joe Cole when he signed for 
LFC 

That never gets old Steven, never. 


I have heard of a million different 
motivations for injured players 
wanting to get back on the pitch 
from proving people wrong to 
playing in another World Cup but 
Manchester Utd’s Darren Fletcher 
just wants to impress his kids. 


Football Quotes(@FootballQuote_ 
26 Dec 

Fletcher: “My kids are upset that 
my FIFA rating dropped so they 
said - ‘why are you only 79 dad’. 
L used to be 83 so I need to get 
playing” 


Liverpool maybe struggling to 
regain their once dominant posi- 
tion on the top of the English game 
but they still have more points than 
any other team ever in England’s 
top flight. 


Football Funnys X@FootballFun- 
nys 

3h 

All time English top division table 
pic.twitter.com/9LshUDXKi 


Q: 0: When did a 7 
A: decide to retire to retire? 
A :As Messi was 


brings to st the fine 


h football development 


Introduction 
e Elite Development © Goalkeeper Coaching 


Talent aged 4-12 for 


Introduction and Elite Programs 


e Skill Factory 


You 


.com.au Eiéts 


Top of the Range Boots 
Team Uniforms 
Goalkeeping Gear 
raining Equipment 
All your needs in One 
Super Store! 

Mention Goal! Weekly 


for a 10% Discount 


VLOc AUVANVE YE AVCIY4 


18- 


oa eee 008 | a | IA Bai leadelak: 3s staal ALN 400 ‘Z0 Wesins 


peANT ATA 


yp iM sung : 


‘a IysAobesj Maye! 
Z ‘Hepyaaly insa4y ‘uebop 
{ -Z0g 14414 ‘ulyes Waplan 


A. ‘]299 a1Wy - MOY }U0J4 
+ ty (196e 
-UP|\) Peppey UlWy ‘sul 
-WIL ueAY ‘DIA9DI]y Wapy 
‘piysey ueAeys ‘wezzy | 

pawyy (uieydeg) njGoy | 
-ngjng sey - Moy yoeg | 


9002 ‘LS3 


By Pablo Bateson 


Cou 


Over the next two months, 
we provide analysis for 
each group and every team 
participating at this year’s 
tournament. 


Confederation: 
CONMEBOL 
Nickname: 
A Selecao (The 
Selection) 
Manager: Luis 
Felipe Scolari 
Captain: Thiago Silva 
World Cup Winners: 1958, 1962, 
1970, 1994, 2002 
Runners up: 1950, 1998 
Third place: 1938, 1978 
Most capped player: 
Cafu (142 caps, 5 goals) 
All-time Top goalscorer: 
Pele (77 goals in 95 games) 
FIFA Ranking: 10 
It is appropriate that we kick off 
with the prospects of the hosts and 
five times World Champions. 
Brasil has since the late 1950s 
been the benchmark for inter- 
national football, although such 
supremacy has recently been chal- 
lenged by Spain. 
Underwhelming performances 
at the 2006 and 2010 World Cups 
(WC) led to much soul searching 
and strategic changes for prepara- 
tion of the national team squads. 
As part of that process a few major 
hiccups threatened to hamper such 
regeneration. A disappointing 
2011 Copa America campaign was 
followed with failing once again 
at the last hurdle to secure Gold at 
the Olympics, this time in London. 
Although the latter featured 
only the maximum allowed three 
senior players, many others were 
considered to be a core part in de- 
velopment of the squad for 2014. 
Neymar at only 21 years has been 
perhaps the key ‘cog in the wheel’ 
in building the right mix across 
the park. 
With depth and superstar talent 
right through the playing group, 
other most influential players 
include Chelsea team-mates and 
midfielders Oscar and Ramirez. At 
the back Barcelona’s Daniel Alves 
provides great experience and sta- 
bility on the right side, while Real 
Madrid’s Marcelo offers gifted 
technical skills and even goals 
from the coveted left back position 
once held by the great Roberto 
Carlos. Up front the aptly named 
Hulk and vastly experienced Rob- 
inho provide exciting attacking 
options to partner Neymar. 
Conditions at home will ensure 
very considerable advantage, 
including crowd support, local 
knowledge, climate and cultural 
environment. However, will the 
weight and pressures of expecta- 
tion of a nation conspire to see 
such title aspirations disintegrate at 
the critical stages? Any signifi- 
cant flaws could be exposed and 
exploited ruthlessly by the likes of 
Argentina, Spain or even perhaps 
Colombia. 


Your comments and feedback welcome via Twitter @PabloFootball 


ntdown to Brasil 


Neymar (Brazil) 


Luka Modric (Croatia) 


The ‘ghosts of 1950’ can be 
almost completely exorcised if the 
potentially most exciting Brasilian 
team since the 1980s holds its 
nerve under the WC title-winning 
‘know how’ of Luiz Felipe Scolari. 
They must produce the best right 
through to the tournament’s 
conclusion. It surely is their WC to 


win or lose. 

Captain: 
Samuel Eto’o 

World Cup Winners: None 
Qualified: 7 times (more than any 
African team) 

Best ever finish: Quarter Finals 1990 
Most capped player: 

Rigobert Song (137 caps) 

All-time Top goalscorer: 

Samuel Eto’o (55 goals) 

FIFA Ranking: 59 
Brasil’s main rival at the group 
stage could well be Cameroon, 
who once again seemed to have 
found their explosive rhythm. 
This is perhaps the best national 
team since the early 1990s when 
inspired by the enigmatic Roger 
Milla. 

Unlike most European sides that 
will be well outside their comfort 
zone, the West Africans should be 
suited by the conditions and espe- 


Confederation: 
CAF (Africa) 
Nickname: 

Le Lions 
Manager: 
Volkar Finke 


cially climate. Their first two fix- 
tures (versus Mexico then Croatia) 
are both in the tropical/equatorial 
heat zone, which closely mirrors 
typical weather back home. 

Of the likely squad, key players 
include their captain Samuel Eto’o 
with 55 goals from 111 caps, who 
is the all time leading scorer for 
the “Les Lions Indomptables” 
(The Indomitable Lions). France 
Ligue | star Jean Makoun with 
65 caps provides great stability 
and creativity in central midfield, 
and at only 23 years old Nicolas 
N’Koulou from FC Marseille 
already has 43 international ap- 
pearances to give stability and 
leadership in central defence. 

Goal keeping is perhaps one of the 
bigger concerns, with relatively 
inexperienced options since the 
retirement of Carlos Kameni. 

Cameroon has made the knock 
out stages only once (1990 Quarter 
Finals) from six previous finals 
appearances. However, under the 
astute coaching of Volke Finke 
from Germany, they will be quietly 
confident of thwarting Mexican 
and Croatian ambitions. 


Confederation: 
CONCACAF 
Nickname: El 
Tricolor 
Manager: Miguel 
Herrera 

Captain: Rafael 


Marquez 
World Cup winners: None 


Javier Hernandez (Mexico) 


Qualified: 15 times 
Best ever finish: Quarter Finals 1970 
& 1986 
Most capped player: 

Claudio Suarez (178 caps) 

All-time Top Goalscorer: 

Jared Borgetti (46 goals) 

FIFA Ranking: 20 
Mexican football appeared to be 
well on the rise following a Gold 
Medal winning performance over 
Brasil at the London Olympics. 
Yet soon afterwards a crisis of 
confidence emerged from a serious 
loss of form, which led to a rapid 
turnover of head coaches; four 
over the past 12 months. This was 
reflected in the team limping into 
fourth place in the CONCACAF 
final group stage. However, they 
quickly regrouped to demolish 
the hapless All Whites over two 
legs of the play off and so secured 
qualification for the 15th time 
since appearing at the inaugural 
WC of 1930. 

It is fair to say that Mexico has 
too often underwhelmed at WC 
finals, having not progressed 
beyond the R16 at the last five 
consecutive tournaments. Though 
likely to enjoy the conditions in 
Brasil, there are plenty of doubts 
about this team’s ability to string 
together the consistent perfor- 
mances needed to reach the knock 
out stages in such a tough group. 
They will tend to rely on quick 
counter-attacking football and as- 
sociated opportunities, rather than 
a possession based approach. 

The most influential players for 
“El Tri” (or La Verde) are likely 
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Next week: Group B 


to include Manchester United’s 
striker Javier Hernandez, with 

an incredible 35 goals from only 
57 national team games and by 
the age of only 23. Captain and 
midfielder Gerado Torrado at age 
34 has an amazing 145 caps, and 
includes appearances at the past 
three WC finals since scoring 
versus Ecuador at Japan-Korea 
2002. Also, they have defensive 
midfielder Rafael Marquez (aged 
34) with 116 appearances and 14 
goals, and another veteran of the 
three previous WC finals. 


Confederation: 
UEFA (Europe) 
Nickname: Vatreni 
Manager: 

Niko Kovac 
Captain: 

Dario Srna 

World Cup Winners: None 
Qualified: 4 times 

Best ever finish: 3rd place (France 
1998) 

Most capped player: 

Dario Srna (110 caps) 

All-time Top goalscorer: 

Davor Suker (45 goals) 

FIFA Ranking: 16 

Croatia has already been handed 
good fortune to help make their 
fourth participation at a WC finals 
since independence in 1992. An 
unconvincing goal-less draw in 
the play off away first leg against 
10-man Iceland was followed with 
comfortable 2-0 win in Zagreb to 


qualify. 
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Brasil A? 
Cameroon 
Croatia 3 \ 
Mexico < 
FIFA WORLD CUP 
Grasil 


12 June Brasil vs Croatia 
in Sao Paulo 


13 June Mexico vs Cameroon 
in Natal 


17 June Brasil vs Mexico 
in Fortaleza 


18 June Cameroon vs Croatia 
in Manaus 


23 June Cameroon vs Brasil 
in Brasilia 


23 June Croatia vs Mexico 
in Recife 


Predictions for group 
Brasil should comfortably top the 
group. Second place looks to be 
between Cameroon and Mexico, and 
success for either in their opening 
clash on 13 June will be crucial in 
ensuring progression. 


1. Brasil 

2. Cameroon 
3. Mexico 

4. Croatia 


This current generation is well 
short of the lofty standards set by 
the side, including the legend- 

ary Davor Sukor, which reached 
the semi-finals and third place at 
France 98. Also, Croatia has been 
left reeling by the lengthy suspen- 
sion imposed by FIFA on key 
central defender Josip Simunic. 
The Australian born player was 
sanctioned for inciting celebratory 
racist chants just after the final 
whistle on 19 November. 

Key players include veteran 
captain and right-sided defender 
Darijo Srna, his Shakhtar Donetsk 
teammate and Brasilian born 
striker Eduardo with a fine record 
of 29 goals in 61 appearances for 
the “Vatreni”, and Real Madrid 
attacking central midfielder Luka 
Modric. 

Croatia will face the daunting task 
of playing the opening game of the 
tournament in Sao Paulo against 
the hosts and title favourites. After 
that, unless they can immediately 
rebound in style it will be a strug- 
gle to get back into contention for 
a second place berth. 
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Anelka sparks 
racist row 


There was a period last season 
when the English Premier League 
was rife with racist controversy. 
It once again raised its ugly head 
last weekend, when West Brom- 
wich striker Nicolas Anelka cele- 
brated his goal against West Ham 
with a “reserved” Nazi salute. 
When Anelka netted his second 
goal of the game, in the pulsating 
3-3 draw, Anelka walked away from 
the goal with one arm raised across 
his chest, with his other hand point- 
ing stiffly downwards. The gesture 
is a mixture of an Nazi salute and 
an “up yours”. 

Known as the “quenelle” salute, 
Anelka is now under investigation 
from the Football Association for 
the incident. The action could see 
him being banned for a minimum 
for five games under the FA anti- 
discriminatory rules. 

Anelka tweeted that: “[The] mean- 
ing of quenelle: anti-system. I do 
not know what the word ‘religion’ 
has to do with this story! This is a 
dedication to Dieudonné. With re- 
gard to the ministers who give their 
own interpretations of my quenelle, 
they are the ones that create con- 
fusion and controversy without 
knowing what it really means, this 
gesture.” 

The comedian in question is 
Dieudonne M’bala M’bala, known 
for his anti-Semitic attitude. 
M’bala M’bala has popularised the 
gesture, but has denied it was racist 


| swear boss, it was just an itch. WBA’s Nicholas Anelka sparks uproar with 


a flex of the pecks. 


or anti-Semitic. Instead the come- 
dian has said that it is “up-yours” 
to the anti-establishment order. 
Regardless, Anelka’s gesture has 
sparked an uproar both in England 
and in France. 

French interior minister Manuel 
Valls said that the action was a 
“shocking and sickening provoca- 
tion” and that while “freedom of 
expression is sacred”, “racism and 
anti-Semitism are crimes”. 

Valls’ right-wing counterpart, Chan- 
tal Jouanno demanded that Anelka 
face sanctions for the gesture. 

“The quenelle is a Nazi gesture that 
is clearly anti-Semitic and known to 
be such. There’s no point in arguing 
about the interpretation” she said. 
The President of the European 
Jewish Congress, Dr Moshe Kan- 
tor wants the striker to be banned, 
citing that the gesture is just as bad 
as the infamous outstretched arm 
salute of the Nazis. 

“Tt is sickening that such a well- 
known footballer would make such 
an abusive and hateful gesture in 
front of tens of thousands of specta- 
tors,” Kantor said. 

“There should be no room for such 
intolerance and racism in sports and 
we expect that the English Premier 
League officials as well as the po- 


lice will give Anelka the appropri- 
ate punishment. 


“We know that English football of- | 
ficials have a very low tolerance for 
racism at football matches and we : 
hope that all concerned will abhor | 
and show zero-tolerance for this : 
: in the top flight, the Scotsman an- 


hateful Nazi salute.” 


Anelka has found support in the : 
form of his caretaker manager at : 
West Bromwich, with Keith Down- | 
ing saying that the 34-year-old | 
striker “didn’t mean to cause of- | 
: of David Moyes being assigned to 


fence”. 


“He didn’t mean to cause offence,” | 
: United. The start to his tenure hasn’t 


said Downing. 


“We have spoken to Nico. Obvi- | 
ously now the FA will look into it : 
and we have to deal with that. He | 
was kind of surprised by the reac- : 
tions — and he’s already stated it : 
| Madrid over the summer break at 


won’t happen again. 


“Nico has trained normally. He has_: 
been out there today and trained like | 
he did last week. I need to speak to | 
him about the mental aspect for the 
next couple of games but football : 
' different occasions. 


wise he’s got a lot to offer.” 


we’ve had some big stories in the 


ENGLAND EPL 
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1 Arsenal 1a (. Ss: C3) 
2Manchester City 20 14 2 4 57 23 
3 Chelsea 20) 13453) 38719) 
4 Liverpool Al) 2 Gy ty LG) 
5 Everton Oi & 2 SB ae 
6 Tottenham Hotspur 20 11 4 5 24 25 
7 Manchester United 20 10 4 6 33 24 
8 Newcastle United 20 10 3 7 29 25 
9 Southampton A tf if Aa} 
10 Hull City ADH  B BA Bs 
11 Aston Villa Ow 6 8 aA a 
12 Stoke City iy fF 8 WW sy 
13SwanseaCity 205 6 9 26 28 
14WestBromwich...20 4 9 7 23 27 
15 Norwich City Ad 1 AO a ge) 
16 Fulham AQ TH a) B) 2il 2B 
17 Cardiff City Ad qo) abs gp 
18CrystalPalace 20 5 2 13 13 29 
19WestHam United 20 3 6 11 19 30 
20 Sunderland AD & 1 YP as se) 
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Latest Results Next Match 


Swansea City 2 - 3 Man City 


Hull City v Chelsea 


rastsgames Arsenal 2 - 0 Cardiff City Cardiff City v West Ham 
Most recent first . 3 i 

421 45 WWWDL Crystal Palace 4 - 1 Norwich Everton v Norwich City 
+34 44 WWWWW Fulham 2-1 West Ham Fulham v Sunderland 
+19 43° WWWDW Liverpool 2 - 0 Hull City Southampton v WBA 
- eS ee Southampton 0-3Chelsea —_ Tottenham v Crystal Palace 
4 37 WWDWL Stoke City 1 - 1 Everton Man Utd v Swansea City 
+9 34 LWWWW Sunderland 0 - 1 Aston Villa Newcastle Utd v Man City 
e ie LL e ee WBA 1 - 0 Newcastle Utd Stoke City v Liverpool 
+ LL ; 
43 23 LWLDD Man Utd 1 - 2 Tottenham Aston Villa v Arsenal 
6 23 WDLLL 
11 22 DLLWD - 
2 2 LDLLD One To Watch This Weekend... 
4 21 WDDDL 
-16 20 DLLDD FA Cup is on this weekend, and the pick of the round 
- : ee is the North London Derby between Arsenal and 
sf a? DILAILIL Tottenham. This one can go either way. 
1.15 LDLLD 
18 14 LDWDD 


stories that have rocked, shocked 
and inspired the English Premier 
League this year. 

Probably the biggest story is Sir 
Alex Ferguson’s retirement from 
Manchester United. After 26-years 


nounced his departure from the 
game in May, after leading the Red 
Devils to another Premiership title 
—the 13th of his career. 

His departure came with the story 


take over the reigns at Manchester 


been the best, but over the last three 
weeks, the Red Devils have picked 
up form with five straight wins. 

Next up, is PFA Player of the Sea- 
son, Gareth Bale’s transfer to Real 


a world record fee of €100 million. 
The sale sparked a spending spree 
by Tottenham, who ended up bring- 
ing in seven new players; breaking 
its own transfer records on three 


Another big transfer moment was 


: Arsenal’s purchase of Mesut Ozil 


2013 is done and dusted, and 
: on the back of Arsene Wenger fac- 


world of English football in the | ™ heavy scrutiny for his lack of 


past year. Below are the biggest — spending over the transfer period. 


for €42 million. The decision came 


The arrival of Ozil has sparked the 
Gunners to the top of the table, not 
just for his excellent displays, but 
the aura he has brought to the team. 
Of course, the purchase of the Ozil 
came after Arsenal’s failed bid for 
Luis Suarez. The Gunners offered 
Liverpool of €40 milion plus of €1 
for the controversial striker. Unsur- 
prisingly, the Reds rejected the of- 
fer with Liverpool owner John W. 
Henry famously saying: “what are 
they smoking over there are the 
Emirates?” 

Suarez himself has been involved 
in some of the biggest moments of 
the year, including the famous bit- 
ing incident with Chelsea’s Branis- 
lav Ivanovi¢é which saw the striker 
banned for eight games. The Uru- 
guayan’s return has seen the striker 
played the best football of his career 
with 19 goals in just 13 games so 
far this season. 

In regards to Chelsea, the biggest 
news involving the Blues is the 
return of it’s’ “Special One”, Jose 
Mourinho. The controversial man- 
ager is back in the Premier League 
after a wild stint with Real Madrid, 
following player spats, and an ongo- 
ing war with Barcelona. The Blues 
are not yet the marauding machine 


in Mourinho’s first two seasons, 
but the groundwork is there for all 
to see. 

And when it comes who’s going to 
win the title — this is the most open 
title race of the year, with anyone 
from Manchester City, Arsenal, 
Chelsea, Liverpool and even Man- 
chester United having the chance to 
win the Premiership. 

Finally, when it came to surprises, 
nothing can surpass Wigan’s mem- 
orable 1-0 win over Manchester 
City in the FA Cup final. The Lac- 
tics outplayed City for the majority 
of the game and deservedly scored 
a 90th minute winner thanks to Ben 
Watson. 

The game sparked two different 
outcomes for both managers. City 
boss, Roberto Mancini was sacked 
following the game and was re- 
placed with Manuel Pelligrini over 
the summer. While Wigan boss, Ro- 
berto Martinez was the toast of the 
town and is now at Everton — who 
are playing some of the best foot- 
ball in the league and pushing for a 
Champions League spot. 


Follow Andrew on Twitter 
@_andrewbishara 


Martinez magic working at Everton 


The 
London 


E 


When David Moyes was in charge 
of Everton many thought no one 
could do a better job. Often ac- 
cused of being serial overachiev- 
ers the Blues captured Cham- 
pions League football in 2005, 
regularly challenged the previ- 
ously all-dominant top four and 
reached the final of the FA Cup 
in 2009, with all of this success on 
a shoe-string budget. 

If it wasn’t for their poor starts to 
seasons, something that looks to 
be a trademark of Moyes, then the 
Merseyside club may have broken 
the monopoly of Manchester Unit- 
ed, Chelsea, Arsenal and Liverpool 
much sooner. 

Yet the clubs above them had far 
more resources and financial back- 
ing which meant the Toffees were 
always fighting an uphill battle, and 
still are today. If you compare the 
record transfer fees spent between 
Chelsea and Everton the situation 
is highlighted. The former spent 
£50 million on Fernando Torres 
whilst Moyes’s biggest purchase 
was Marouane Fellaini for £15 mil- 
lion. And as we have seen with the 
recent arrival of Manchester City to 
the top end of the division, invest- 
ment plays a huge role in breaking 
into the Champions league spots. 

Despite their inability to compete 
with others in the transfer market, 
Moyes created a side that were 
feared by many in the league and 
although they couldn’t reach the 
very top, they were always just 
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It’s thumbs up for Roberto Martinez, who is worklng wonders at Goodison Park on a shoe-string budget. 


below it. So when he left for Man- 
chester United in the summer ques- 
tions were raised if his successor 
could continue his good work, or if 
the former manager had taken the 
club as far as they could go. 

Step forward Roberto Martinez. 
Having just won the FA Cup with 
Wigan Athletic the Spaniard was 
given the seemingly unenviable 
task of following a man many be- 
lieved could not be surpassed. But 
the early indications are that he has 
taken Everton to a new level. 

Throughout his time in England 
Martinez has always installed a 
passing mentality wherever he 
has been. He took this approach to 
Swansea and won the League One 
title and laid the foundations for 


the success they have gone on to 
have; first under Brendan Rodgers 
and now Michael Laudrup. Then 
at Wigan he kept them in the Pre- 
mier League for three consecutive 
seasons playing a possession based 
game, despite being favourites to 
go down. Now he has been given 
a chance at a ‘bigger’ club he is 
thriving and so are his team. 

Although their fierce rivals Liver- 
pool have got the plaudits for their 
strong start to the season and are 
now considered genuine title chal- 
lengers, at the half-way point of the 
campaign Everton are above them 
and in the top four. Martinez has 
also done something his predeces- 
sor couldn’t. His side claimed a 
1-0 win at Old Trafford in a game 


where they were not significantly 
troubled which Moyes could not 
do in his entire 11 year tenure. 

Their excellent start has created 
optimism around Goodison Park 
that this could be the year they get 
Champions League football again. 
And with the way they are playing 
there is every indication it could 
happen. 

The style Martinez has deployed 
has seen the existing players reach 
new levels and this, combined with 
his faith in youth, has seen a fear- 
lessness evolve at Everton. One 
player in particular who has stood 
out under the new system is Seamus 
Coleman. The Irish right back has 
been given a greater licence to get 
forward and has scored three in his 


last four including two great strikes 
against Swansea and Southampton. 
His form has seen him emerge as 
one of the leagues strongest de- 
fenders and he provides excellent 
support to the attacking threat the 
Toffees posses. 

One of those forward players who 
Coleman has linked up well with is 
Ross Barkley. The youngster has 
been given a free role behind the 
striker and the freedom has seen 
him blossom. Barkley has featured 
heavily this season, despite only be- 
ing 21, and has scored three times. 
But there is more to the midfielder 
than goals. He has a swagger and 
confidence that enables him to 
glide past players despite not hav- 
ing electric pace much like fellow 


English counterpart Jack Wilshere. 

Such is his talent and promise that 
he is a strong contender to be part 
of the England squad at the World 
Cup in Brazil. 

But it’s not only the young play- 
ers who are standing out. Marti- 
nez recruited well in the transfer 
window and showed his skill in 
the loan market. The temporary 
signings of Romelu Lukaku and 
Gareth Barry have been inspira- 
tional. The former has made his 
parent club Chelsea look foolish 
for letting him leave, scoring nine 
league goals — more than any of the 
strikers under Jose Mourinho — and 
Barry has provided a shield to the 
back four, with his experience and 
ability to recycle possession key to 
the passing style Martinez wants 
to use. 

Although Lukaku and Barry have 
been the standout additions, the 
arrival of Gerard Deulofeu has 
also been a magnificent capture. 
The young man from Barcelona 
has shown glimpses of why he is 
rated so highly by the Spanish gi- 
ants, with his ability to beat play- 
ers and create space in-between the 
opposition’s defence and midfield 
adding a subtlety to Everton’s play 
that wasn’t previously present. 
The signs look good for the men 
from Goodison Park. Martinez has 
built on the good work started by 
Moyes and has taken the Blues to a 
new level. Their possession based 
approach has suited the current 
crop of players well and their new 
manager has shown how adept he 
is when money is tight. 

If the Toffees can keep the spine 
of their team fit they could end the 
season in the top four for the first 
time since 2005. 


Twitter @francisfields 
eT, 


Latin 
Wrap 


Francis Fields 


Ronaldinho, who had a disap- 
pointing Club World Cup this 
month, has been elected South 
American footballer of the year 
in the annual poll conducted by 
the Uruguayan daily E] Pais. 
Ronaldinho, who helped Atlético 
Mineiro win the Libertadores Cup 
for the first time in July, finished 
ahead of fellow Brazilian Neymar, 
winner the previous two years who 
left Santos for FC Barcelona, with 
Argentina’s Maxi Rodriguez of 
Newell’s Old Boys third. 

A World Cup winner with Brazil in 
2002 but unlikely to win a place in 
the team hosting next year’s finals, 
Ronaldinho also won Europe’s 
Ballon d’Or in 2005 and FIFA’s 
World Player of the Year award 
in 2004 and 2005 when he was at 
Barcelona. 
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The Americas 


22 


What a year for Ronaldinho! 


The top three coaches were all Ar- 
gentine with José Pekerman win- 
ning the award for the second year 
in a row after steering Colombia to 
their first World Cup finals since 
1998. 

Chile coach Jorge Sampaoli was 
second and Gerardo Martino, who 
left Newell’s Old Boys for Barce- 
lona in July, third. 


2013 
1st Ronaldinho (Brazil) 
Atlético Mineiro 156 


2nd Neymar (Brazil) 
Santos 81 


3rd Maxi Rodriguez (Argentina) 
Newell’s Old Boys 79 


Lionel Messi meanwhile was back 
in fitness, by showing a video to his 
fans training in his local city of Ro- 
sario, Argentina. 


NYL prepares for 


LEAGUE 


LIT 


Foxtel National Youth League 


The first half of this season’s 
National Youth League has 
certainly seen the next genera- 
tion of youngsters to show their 
potential, with several starlets 
emerging as key members of 
their respective sides. 

There have been plenty of famil- 
iar faces dominating the head- 
lines with the likes of Andrew 
Nabbout, James Virgili and Mitch 
Mallia, but there have been a few 
lesser names that have also made 
an impact. 

One of the most consistent per- 
formers in the first nine rounds 
has been Brandon Borrello. 

The Brisbane Roar forward has 
scored seven goals in the last five 
games, and that has propelled him 
into the first team reckoning, with 
three substitute appearances in 
2013. 

While Borello is only 18 years 


old, he already has a good physi- 
cal presence which will simply 
aid his cause in stepping up to 
senior football. 

Borello will also benefit from 
the departure of Kwame Yeboah, 
whose move to Germany has cre- 
ated an opening on the bench. 

Another emerging star is Aus- 
tralian Institute of Sport’s Marc 
Marino. 

The attacking midfielder and 
forward has developed a reputa- 
tion as a bit of a super sub hav- 
ing been kept on the bench with 
players such as Anthony Kalik 
and Alexander Gersbach to con- 
tend with. 

Marino has certainly contributed 
to the AIS when he has been on 
the field, being a key part of the 
goals the team has scored this 
season, whether it would be ini- 
tiating a move, assisting a goal or 
scoring them himself. 

He has already notched up four 
this season, and if he keeps up his 
level of performance a contract at 
an A-League club surely can’t be 
too far away. 

In the heartland of Australian 
football, Western Sydney Wan- 
derers possess potentially one of 


The 26-year-old is due to return to 
training for Barcelona at the start of 
January, alongside his teammates, 
after almost two months on the 
sidelines with a torn hamstring. 
For his teammate both at club and 
international level, Messi’s recov- 
ery remains on track. 

“T have spoken to Leo during his 
injury. I know that he is fine, he 
has made a fantastic recovery,” 
Mascherano has told TyC Sports 
this week. 

“We are waiting for his return with 
open arms, both in Barcelona and 
with the national team, as he is im- 
portant in both cases. 

“The thing that makes him happy is 
being on the pitch, so hopefully he 
can get comfortable quickly. 
“Hopefully everyone can reach [the 
World Cup] healthy and can be at 
their best version after a long sea- 
son.” 

In other news, Carlos Tévez has 


second h 


reportedly decided to remain in 
Buenos Aires. Juventus have flown 
a fitness coach to Argentina to work 
with Carlos Tévez after he delayed 
his return. 

The striker had been due back in 
Turin to begin training yesterday. 
He claimed the reasons were fam- 
ily issues. 

Media in Italy and Argentina sug- 
gest it is linked to his wife, who is 
seven months pregnant and required 
medical treatment this week. 

As Juve play Roma on January 5 in 
a title showdown, time is short for 
the forward to find his form. 

With this in mind, Sky Sport Italia 
claim Juventus have flown a fitness 
coach out to Argentina in order to 
work with Tevez and keep his fit- 
ness levels up. 

Happy New Year, may 2014 be ex- 
citing and with the FIFA World Cup 
ahead in Brazil it shall be a great 
one. 


Liam Rose (AIS) puts the pressure on Phil Petreski (Heart). Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


the brightest prospects to emerge 
this season. 

16 year old wide man Alusine 
Fofanah possesses plenty of pace 
and skill, with his goal against 
Melbourne Heart in particular 
showcasing his enormous poten- 
tial. 

He has looked a constant threat 
down the Wanderers left flank 
and has been one of the reasons 
for turning around their poor start 
to the season. 

Fofanah also sat on the bench for 
the senior side when they drew 


1-1 with Melbourne Victory at 
AAMI Park last week. 

There will be plenty of eyes 
locked in on Fofanah’s progres- 
sion, especially as he also has 
a very successful trial at Man- 
chester City on his CV where he 
scored six goals in two games for 
their U1L8s. 

Of course there have been other 
impressive performers this sea- 
son. 

Melbourne Heart have had a tor- 
rid time in senior and youth teams 
this season but their midfielder 


Philip Petreski has shown some 
promise, with the feisty midfield- 
er one of the positives to come 
out of the season so far. 
Melbourne Victory keeper Kee- 
gan Coulter has been tidy with the 
gloves, and has had earned a call 
up to a Young Socceroos training 
camp. 

Adelaide United have unearthed a 
new prospect with Nikola Milesu- 
nic, who has had a steady start to 
the season with two goals against 
Heart at Epping a highlight. 

High fliers Sydney FC have also 
had plenty to shout about, with 
Daniel Petkovski shining through 
a good line-up with endless en- 
ergy at left back, and two goals to 
show for his efforts this season. 
Ultimately the goal for these play- 
ers is to follow in the footsteps of 
those like Nabbout or Mallia who 
have graduated from youth foot- 
ball to senior football and have 
impressed greatly when played in 
the youth team this season. 
Hopefully the second half of the 
season proves just as fruitful for 
the likes of Borrello, Marino and 
Fofanah, and that they be able 
to make that big step into senior 
football. 


NYL Standings 


PWDLFADP 


1 Sydney FC 9801 27 12 15 24 
2 Newcastle Jets OO) 20262281 nO Mii 
3 Adelaide United 952219145 17 
4 Melbourne Victory 95 1 3 25 16 9 16 
5 Wanderers 9414 16 14 2 13 
6 Brisbane Roar 9342 22 23 -1 13 
TAIS 9324 2020-5 11 
8 Melbourne Heart 9 225 10 19-98 
9 Perth Glory 9207 16 29-136 
10 CC Mariners 9027921 -122 


Next Round 


Saturday, 4 January 2014 
Adelaide United v AIS 
Parra Hills 
KO 11:30 AM 


Saturday, 4 January 2014 
CC Mariners v Melbourne Heart 
Centre of Excellence, Tuggerah 
KO 2:30PM 


Sunday, 5 January 2014 
Sydney FC v Perth Glory 
WIN Jubilee Oval, Kogarah 

KO 11:00AM 


Sunday, 5 January 2014 
Melbourne Victory v Brisbane Roar 
Lakeside Stadium 
KO 3:00PM 


Sunday, 5 January 2014 
Newcastle Jets v Wanderers 
Wanderers Oval 
KO 3:00PM 


W-Lea 


By Katie Lambeski 


Women’s W-League 


The W-League will return from 
its holiday hiatus to kick-off 
what will be a big year for wom- 
en’s football in Australia. With 
the season already reaching its 
halfway point, some tantalizing 
fixtures await in what is shaping 
to be the most even season yet. 
Melbourne Victory and Western 
Sydney Wanderers will headline 
the round when they kick-off at 
4:45 at AAMI Park. Both have had 
a rocky opening at times over the 
early season, but they have turned 
it around over the pre-holiday 
fixtures. The Wanderers, having 
regained Mackenzie Arnold and 
Heather Garriock, are beginning 
to show why they were considered 
contenders in the pre-season. On 
the other hand, classy off season 
signings combined with an in-form 
Caitlin Friend, propelled Victory to 
the top of the ladder and in prime 
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ue returns to action after Xmas Break 


position to make a charge at the 

W-League title. 

Victory’s last match saw them 

eventually finish off a resolute 
Adelaide United, a de Vanna goal 
the difference in a narrow 1-0 win. 
The Wanderers brushed past New- 
castle in their last fixture, winning 
at a canter 3-0. The match will fea- 
ture two form strikers contending 
for the golden boot, with Friend on 
five goals and her Western Sydney 
counterpart Catherine Cannuli on 
four goals. Both sides, when in 
full flight, are a joy to watch and 
as they meet for the first time this 
season, it is sure to be a fascinating 
contest. 
Brisbane and Newcastle Jets will 
open the round, when the Roar 
head to Wanderers Oval to take 
on the league’s cellar dwellers. 
Brisbane will look for more con- 
sistent form over the second-half 
of the season, with up-and-down 
results leaving them three points 
off the pace set by Melbourne 
and Canberra. Their hosts, 
Newcastle, whilst admirable and 


hard-working, have fallen short as 
they have repeatedly tapered away 
at the business end of matches this 
season. 

The new year brings about a clean 
slate for many, this is how both 
teams should view this fixture. The 
Roar will go in heavy favorites, 
justifiably so, but will need to stay 
on their game throughout. The 
Jets will need to put in a 90-minute 
performance to have any chance, 
and to create opportunities for 
captain Gema Simon. 

It promises to be a busy early 
2014 for Sydney FC, having three 
games in hand to make up with 
the rest of the competition. They 
will begin 2014 with a visit from 
Perth Glory, who are struggling 
with a heavy injury toll and have 
lost the past four out of five games. 
Despite having a tough return from 
World Cup duties, the holiday rest 
should do Sydney FC wonders. 

Coming off a 1-1 draw to original 
rivals in Brisbane, Sydney FC 
should account for the Glory, Alen 
Stajcic’s charges have the goal- 


scorers as well as the defensive 
discipline to see this one out. 
Having only scored two goals in 
their past five games, this doesn’t 
bode well for Glory, who are 
hoping to rebound from the 2-0 
loss to Canberra. Perth’s coach 
Jamie Harnwell will hope to have 
Kate Gill back in the squad, but 
will miss Collette Maccullum to a 
season-ending injury. 

Adelaide United will play host to 
Canberra United at Burton Park 
on Sunday at 3pm to round off 

the weekend’s fixtures. Adelaide 
have caught many by surprise 

this season, with the new regime 
headed by Adelaide identities 
Ross Aloisi and his assistant coach 
Paul Pezos turning the Lady Reds 
into a tough team to break down. 
Canberra have turned into a much 
more disciplined outfit themselves, 
with U.S imports Srephanie Ochs 
and Lori Lindsey, adding to a form 
striker in Michelle Heyman lead- 
ing the Green Machine to second 
on the table. 

In what is a potential banana 


skin for the visitors, you would 
still have Canberra as the slight 
favorites. But then again, not 
many predicted Adelaide to beat 
Brisbane Roar. Adelaide’s sturdy 
defence, headed by the goal-scor- 
ing centre-half Alex Gummer, will 
need to remain so again this week 
as they come up against a fluent 
attacking unit. The W-League will 
keep delivering again this round, 
make sure you get to a game. 


Caitlin Friend and the Victory Girls return to 
action this weekend. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


Standings 


PWDLFADP 


1 Melbourne Victory 6411 1477 13 


2 Canberra United 54011019 12 
3 Brisbane Roar 6312963 10 
4 Sydney FC 322011388 
5 Wanderers 52128717 
6 Adelaide United 621356-17 
7 Perth Glory 62047 13 -66 


8 Newcastle Jets 60063 24 -210 


Next Round 


Sat 4 Jan KO 2:00pm 
Newcastle Jets Vs Brisbane Roar 
Wanderers Oval 


Sat 4 Jan KO 4:30pm 
Melbourne Victory Vs Wanderers 
AAMI Park 


Sun 5 Jan KO 3:00pm 
Sydney FC Vs Perth Glory 
WIN Jubilee, Kogarah 


Sun 5 Jan KO 3:00pm 
Adelaide United Vs Canberra United 
Burton Park 


Compiled by Damian Davies 


Aussies Flourish Overseas W 


The stakes are definately in- 
creasing as we build towards the 
World Cup. As such, I will focus 
more on the players that have a 
shot at getting to Brazil. Club 
football has been quiet across 
Asia as most leagues have been 
completed for the season. Also 
winter break for some of the 
European leagues but matches 
continue in the big leagues of 
England and Germany. We 
continue to see more and more 
Aussies heading abroad, with 
another half a dozen players 
heading overseas this month. 
The group stages have been 
completed in the big European 
competitions as we move into 
the knockout phase with several 
Aussies still appearing. 


Transfers:- No huge transfers in 
December but worth noting the 
move of a few younger players 

to strong European clubs, which 
bodes well for future years. With 
the transfer window opening 

in January, expect a little bit of 
scrambling to get first team foot- 
ball. Players like Rogic, Federici, 
Neill , Herd, Holman and Brosque 
all have some thinking to do. 


Additions/changes to player 
database: 

Patrick Antelmi (15 Mar 1994) — 
transferred to Wigan, England 
Bryan Bran (2 Mar 1991) - trans- 
ferred to FC Chabab, Netherlands 
Spase Dilevski (13 May 1985) - 
transferred to ATM FA, Malaysia 
Jordan Elsey (2 Mar 1994) - loan 
from Adelaide United to Kitchee, 
HK 

Gian Mendez (TBC) - transferred 
to Valencia, Spain 

Dimitar Mitkov (9 May 1996) 

- transferred to FK Vardar, 
Macedonia 

Yahaya Musa (20 Dec 1986) - 
re-signed with Wilmington Ham- 
merheads, USA 

Alistair Quinn (1 Jun 1993) 

— transferred to NAC Breda, 
Netherlands 

Josh Riis (10 Oct 1995) - trans- 
ferred to Kidderminster Harriers, 
England 

Kwane Yeboah (2 June 1994) - 
transferred from Brisbane Roar 
to Borussia Monchengladbach, 
Germany 


Removed from player database: 
Nil 


Club Level:- 

England (Premiership) — Half way 
through the season, Mile Jedinak 
has still not missed a minute for 
Crystal Palace. He has certainly 
started becoming more comfort- 
able at this level, not sure many 
people would have picked Mile 

to be our most prominent Premier 
League player in 2013/14 but full 
credit to him. Huge news with 
Brad Smith making his debut 

for Liverpool during the glut of 
games over the festive season. We 


Brad Smith made his debut for Liverpool! during the week 


know he appeared for England at 
junior level, but the Penrith born 
left-back will be heavily scouted 
in the lead up to the World Cup. 
Chris Herd did manage a few starts 
for Aston Villa, but continues to 
have minor injury setbacks and 

is another who has a critical six 
months ahead of him. His versatil- 
ity is surely something that would 
be attractive to the Socceroos. 
Keepers Mark Schwarzer and Brad 
Jones remain on the bench at their 
respective clubs. 


England (Championship) — coming 
to the end of December, both 
Shane Lowry and Scott McDonald 
were starting for Millwall. Neither 
is having a huge influence at the 
moment, but given the recent 
change in manager, they will be 
out to impress at club level. Rhys 
Williams has been in and out 

of the Middlesbrough starting 
eleven. A player that was probably 
considered a certainty for national 
honours, the Socceroo selection 
for the back four is extremely 
open. Goalkeepers Adam Federici 
(Reading) and Alex Cisak (Burn- 
ley) spent another month watching 
from the bench. 


England (League One) —- Bailey 
Wright (Preston North End), James 
Meredith (Bradford City) and 
Massimo Luongo (Swindon Town) 
all continue to perform exception- 
ally well. The question remains 

as to whether they are playing at a 
high enough level to force them- 
selves into the Socceroos. That 
question will be answered over 

the next few months, but they can 
only control their personal form. 
Bradden Inman has returned to the 
starting eleven at Crewe Alexan- 
dria after a bit of a fall out with the 
boss. Neil Kilkenny has got back 
into the starting team at Preston 
North End while a face injury to 
James Wesolowski has seen him 
briefly sidelined. 


Germany (Bundesliga) — Robbie 
Kruse has recently managed some 
starts at Bayer Leverkusen, and 


would now arguably be our most 
prominent club footballer globally. 
He is gaining some great experi- 
ence leading into the World Cup. 
Mitch Langerak made his second 
start of the year during December. 
While he would be a certainty for 
the World Cup, he will be looking 
to secure the number one keeper 
role with the retirement of Mark 
Schwarzer. 


Germany (2.Bundesliga) — former 
Brisbane Roar midfielder Ben 
Halloran finds himself regularly 
starting for Fortuna Dusseldorf and 
has had an encouraging month. 
Mathew Leckie is back on the 
scoring charts at FSV Frankfurt, 
while Nikita Rukavytsya has 
returned from injury. 


Netherlands (Eredivisie) — while 
Tommy Oar has certainly shown 
his quality (is he ready for a big 
transfer?), the Utrecht story in 
December was surely the return to 
the starting line-up of midfielder 
Adam Sarota. Perfect timing 
with several months to make his 
case for a return to the Socceroos. 
Jason Davidson continues in the 
Heracles defence, now up to 15 
starts this campaign. 


Netherlands (Eerste Divisie) - mak- 
ing cameos from the bench seems 
to be a regular occurence for 
young Queensland striker Travis 
Cooper. He has now appeared 13 
times for VVV Venlo. In the same 
league, Andrew Marveggio has 
made nine appearances for relega- 
tion threatened SC Telstar. 


Austria (Bundesliga) — now 19 
starts for James Holland at Austria 
Wien. Having had a good season 
or two, he is another player that 
will be looking to force himself 
from a squad player to a starter for 
the Socceroos. 


Belgium (Pro League) — Mat Ryan 
added another two clean sheets to 
his season tally at Club Brugge. 

His outstanding form at club level 
has been recognised with the offer 


of a contract extension. Early days 
in his European career, but with 
the possible number one keeper at 
the World Cup on his resume, he 
is certainly on the radar of bigger 
clubs. 


Scotland (Premier) — the develop- 
ment of young players Dylan 
McGowan (Hearts) and Jackson Ir- 
vine (Kilmarnock) continues with 
starts very week. Tom Rogic has 
returned to the Celtic squad after 

a calf injury. He to is one player 
that needs to carefully consider his 
amount of game time. 


Switzerland (Super League) — 
perhaps a little under the radar, but 
Dario Vidosic (FC Sion) has done 
his World Cup chances no harm 
with a very solid few months since 
transferring to Switzerland. 


Croatia (1.HNL) - Tomislav Mrcela 
has come from nowhere to now be 
a prominent defender for Hrvatski 
Dragovoljac. He has over 1000 
minutes in game time this season. 
Osijek midfielder Steven Ugark- 
ovic is currently in the starting 
line-up. 


Greece (Super League) - while 
Apostolis Giannou has been see- 
ing good game time at Panionios 
Athens, he needs to start banging 
some goals in to get the attention 
of the FFA selectors. 


Portugal (Primeira Division) - Caleb 
Patterson-Sewell (Gil Vicente) has 
been patiently sitting on the bench 
waiting for his opportunity. 


Romania (Liga 1) - keep your eyes 
on young striker Anthony Carter. 
After prolonged issues with his 
playing papers, he is now in the 
squad for CFR Cluj. 


Japan (J League) — the season has 
now ended with Josh Kennedy 
(Nagoya Grampus) ending up 
with 2297 minutes and 12 goals in 
25 starts. For me, he clearly has 
his injuries under control and a 
conversion rate that is better than 
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Mile Jedinak has played every minute for Palace this season. 


average at both club and inter- 
national level, he is an important 
player for the Socceroos. 


India (I-League) — former Victory 
defender Mattew Foschini has 
been solid at Salgaocar how- 

ever his team are struggling to get 
ponts. Sean Rooney has scored 
seven goals at table topping Ben- 
galuru FC. Another former Brisbne 
Roar player, James Meyer has also 
been strong at Pune FC. After a 
few niggles, journeyman Simon 
Colosimo is back on the pitch for 
Dempo. 


Qatar (Stars League) - Sasa 
Ognenovski (Umm Salal) is a 
dilemma for the Socceroos coach. 
He has the experience at both club 
and national level, he is playing 
regularly but pace is not his best 
attribute as he ages. 


U.A.E (UFL) - our Aussies of Bro- 
sque, Holman, Celeski and Susak 
are all playing each week. Without 
starring, are they doing enough to 
get to Brazil? 


Uruguay (Primera) - Richard porta 
continues to be very consistent. 
Twelve starts for four goals in his 
fourth stint at Nacional. 


New Zealand (Premiership) - a 
quick break courtesy of a red 

card, Richie Cardozo (Waitakere 
United) managed to add to his goal 
tally during December. 


Injuries:- take Carl Valeri and 
Adam Sarota off this list now!! 
Fortunately, not too much to report 
from a Socceroos perspective with 
the exception of Bozanic’s ankle. 
Eli Babalj continues to struggle 
with his groin injury (OP I believe) 


Club Competitions:- 

Europe 

(UEFA Champions League) — as 

the group games were completed, 
a fairly significant month for our 
Aussies Abroad. Mark Schwarzer 
started the Chelseas tie against 
Steaua Bucuresti and kept a clean 


ith An Eye On Rio 


sheet. James Holland started the 
Austria Wien tie, although they 
were eliminated. Both Kruse and 
Langerak have progressed into the 
knockout phase. 

(UEFA Europa League) — no Aussies 
appeared. 


Reserves and Youth:- 

Several young Aussies have been 
captaining their U21 teams - Geth- 
in Jones (Everton) and Alex Grant 
(Stoke City). The Strain brothers at 
Aston Villa both recently appeared 
in the U21’s while Paratore and El- 
der are reguarly appearing at U21 
level. Curtis Good has been im- 
pressive at Newcastle U21’s. Tom 
Beadling has been consistent at 
Sunderland U18’s. A few Aussies 
appeared in Italy with Ikonomidis 
and Katsetis both seeing game 
time in the Primavera. 


International level:- at the risk 

of offending, here is my current 
Socceroos squad for the World 
Cup. Ryan, Langerak, Galekovic, 
Franjic, Williams, McGowan, 
Wilkinson, Herd, Davidson, 
Wright, Bresciano, Jedinak, Valeri, 
Rogic, Oar, Milligan, Troisi, 
Vidosic, Cahill, Kruse, Leckie, 
Duke and Kennedy. Perhaps six of 
those positions are very debatable. 
I have leaned towards youth, leav- 
ing several seasoned Socceroos 
behind. Let’s see what the next 
3-4 months brings. 


Socceroo (capped) of the month - 
certainly a stalwart when talking 
about the Socceroos. Mile Jedinak 
has had an amazing journey 

from Central Coast to Turkey to 
London. He finds himself as first 
named each week, captaining a 
team at Crystal Palace that will 
feel as though each game is critical 
if they are to avoid relegation. He 
has certainly stepped up and has 
no problem manning up to some of 
the biggest names in football. 

Sept — Cahill, Oct - Vidosic, Nov 

- Ryan 


Under (uncapped) - unknown to 
most football fans that follow the 
Aussies, Tomislav Mrcela is an 
interesting guy. Born in Australia, 
and after several years in the 
lower Croatian leagues, Mrcela 
has stepped up to the top league. 
Although his team are struggling, 
he has been a constant in a som- 
times vulnerable defence. 

Sept - Wilkinson, Oct - Konstan- 
tinidis, Nov - Luongo 


Young player (U21) of the month - 
an U20 Socceroo, Travis Cooper’s 
move to Holland caught many 

by surprise. At VVV Venlo, he 
mixes between the senior team 
and Jong. An impressive series of 
runs, hopefully that translates to 
more senior appearances for him 
in 2014. 

Sept - Ikonomidis , Oct - Ugark- 
ovic, Nov - Ryan Williams 


Complete Hard-Bound Album of GW 


www.goalweekly.com 


Covering Season 2013/14 
Includes Every Edition Of The Season 
Hard-Bound In Presentation Album 
Ideal For A Great Gift 
One For The Collectors 
Limited Edition Available May 2014 
Only $299 (Includes P&H) 


Place your order at 
news@goalweekly.com 
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Australia’s Favourite Football Fanzine 


The PFA Column 


1993-2013 
By Beau Busch 


With the countdown to the nam- 
ing of the FIFA FIFPro World 
XI well and truly underway we 
asked four PFA members to 
select their World XI. 


The votes are in. Australia’s 
professional footballers and their 
peers from around the world 
have had their say. The 55-man 
shortlist, which includes the 
likes of Messi, Ronaldo, Ribery 
and Neuer has been named. On 
Monday January 13th 2014 the 
FIFA FIFPro World XI will be 
announced at the Ballon d’Or in 
Zurich. 


In the build-up to the announce- 
ment four A-League stars 
selected their World XI players 
in their corresponding positions. 
Adelaide United’s outstanding 
goal keeper Eugene Galekovic 
picks his World XI number one 
from the five shortlisted shot 
stoppers. Perth Glory’s all- 
action full-back Scott Jamieson 
choses his back four from the 
20-man shortlist. Melbourne 
Victory playmaker Mitch 
Nicholls selects his midfield three 
from a 15-man shortlist that 
includes the likes of Gareth Bale 
and Xavi. Tasked with picking a 
front three from a 15-man short- 
list that includes Messi, Ronaldo 
and Suarez, Newcastle Jets goal 
scoring ace Adam Taggart choses 
his World XI forward line. 


The PFA Members’ World XI, 4-3-3 
Manuel Neuer (Germany, FC Bayern 


Munich) 
What he has done at Bayern 
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PFA Members Pick their World XI 


Eugene Galekovic 


Munich has been outstanding win- 
ning the treble last season. He is 
an excellent shot stopper and very 
strong on crosses. They usually 
dominate games so he doesn’t 
always have loads to do but the 
sign of a good keeper is when they 
get called upon they are ready, 
and that is certainly the case with 
Neuer. 


David Alaba (Austria, FC Bayern 
Munich) 

He was hugely important in Bay- 
ern Munich’s success last season. 
He is excellent going forward and 
is brilliant defensively. As a left 
back, in my opinion, he is the best 
in the world at the moment. 


Mats Hummels (Germany, Borussia 
Dortmund) 

For the last two years he has been 
outstanding for Dortmund in the 
Champions League and in the 
Bundesliga. He is very composed 
on the ball and they build a lot 

of their attacks through him, and 
defensively he is fantastic. 


BLUSSesS 


Scott Jamieson 


Raphael Varane (France, Real 
Madrid) 

Being a young lad and playing for 
Real Madrid is a huge feat in itself 
and he has been one of their best 
players in the last 12 months. His 
maturity stands out and he plays 
like a player well beyond his years 
and has managed to keep the likes 
of Pepe out of the team. 


Philipp Lahm (Germany, FC Bayern 
Munich) 

He is so consistent, you never see 
him play a bad game. I don’t think 
he has any weaknesses. He is so 
good going forward, he has two 
excellent feet and can play all over 
the pitch. He is also an excellent 
leader for Bayern. 


Franck Ribéry (France, FC Bayern 
Munich) 

He was hugely important for 
Bayern in their brilliant season last 
year. He was consistent all year 
and in the big games he was often 


Ronaldo 


Mitch Nichols 


the difference, either scoring or 
setting up his teammates. 


Gareth Bale (Wales, Tottenham 
Hotspur FC/Real Madrid) 

The amount of goals he scored 
last season was unbelievable, 
especially in a team that was not 
challenging for the tittle. His form 
saw him move to Real Madrid 

for a world record fee and he has 
carried on where he left off at Tot- 
tenham. He has so much pace and 
power and his willingness to shoot 
really stands out. 


Yaya Touré (Ivory Coast, Man- 
chester City FC) 

You need someone in the midfield 
that can also defend. He has the 
all round game, he is strong, he is 
powerful, he pass and win tackles. 
He can also chip in with goals and 
he has been consistently excellent 
for Man City for two years. 


Neymar (Brazil, Barcelona) 
He is a great young player and 


hy) | 
ae 


Adam Taggart 


still has a big future ahead of him. 
What he has been able to achieve 
and show so far has been really 
spectacular. He is always attacking 
and running at people and I think 
that is something people love to 
see. 


Ronaldo (Portugal, Real Madrid) 
He has been one of the most enter- 
taining attackers in the world. He 
has the full package, he is big and 
physical, he is quick, he scores, he 
takes on people and he is always 
working hard on the ball and is 
someone everyone would want 
him in their team. 


Suarez 

He is probably the most natural 
goal scorer I can think of at the 
moment. For me personally he is 
probably my favorite player and 

is the complete number nine. He 
can do the lot, he is always causing 
trouble for defenders but the main 
thing is he is a natural goal scorer. 
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Goal Keepers: Gianluigi Buffon 

(Italy, Juventus) Iker Casillas (Spain, 
Real Madrid CF) Petr Cech (Czech 
Republic, Chelsea FC) Manuel Neuer 
(Germany, FC Bayern Munchen) Victor 
Valdés (Spain, FC Barcelona). 


Defenders: David Alaba (Austria, FC 
Bayern Miinchen) Jordi Alba (Spain, 
FC Barcelona) Dani Alves (Brazil, FC 
Barcelona) Leighton Baines (England, 
Everton FC) Jér6me Boateng (Ger- 
many, FC Bayern Munchen) Ashley 
Cole (England, Chelsea FC) Dante 
(Brazil, FC Bayern Miinchen) Mats 
Hummels (Germany, Borussia 
Dortmund) Branislav Ivanovic (Serbia, 
Chelsea FC) Philipp Lahm (Germany, 
FC Bayern Munchen) David Luiz 
(Brazil, Chelsea FC) Vincent Kompany 
(Belgium, Manchester City FC) Marce- 
lo (Brazil, Real Madrid CF) Pepe (Por- 
tugal, Real Madrid CF) Gerard Piqué 
(Spain, FC Barcelona) Sergio Ramos 
(Spain, Real Madrid CF) Thiago 

Silva (Brazil, Paris Saint-Germain 

FC) Raphaél Varane (France, Real 
Madrid CF) Nemanja Vidic (Serbia, 
Manchester United FC) Pablo Zabaleta 
(Argentina, Manchester City FC) 


Midfielders: Xabi Alonso (Spain, 

Real Madrid CF) Gareth Bale (Wales, 
Tottenham Hotspur FC/Real Madrid 
CF) Sergio Busquets (Spain, FC 
Barcelona) Steven Gerrard (England, 
Liverpool FC) Andrés Iniesta (Spain, 
FC Barcelona) Isco (Spain, Malaga CF/ 
Real Madrid CF) Mesut Ozil (Germany, 
Real Madrid CF/Arsenal FC) Andrea 
Pirlo (Italy, Juventus) Marco Reus 
(Germany, Borussia Dortmund) Franck 
Ribéry (France, FC Bayern 

Munchen) Arjen Robben (Nether- 
lands, FC Bayern Munchen) Bastian 
Schweinsteiger (Germany, FC Bayern 
Munchen) Yaya Touré (Ivory Coast, 
Manchester City FC) Arturo Vidal 
(Chile, Juventus) Xavi (Spain, FC 
Barcelona) 


Attackers: Sergio Aguero (Argentina, 
Manchester City FC) Mario Balotelli 
(Italy, AC Milan) Edinson Cavani (Uru- 
guay, AS Napoli/Paris Saint-Germain 
FC) Diego Costa (Spain, Atlético de 
Madrid) Cristiano Ronaldo (Portu- 
gal, Real Madrid CF) Didier Drogba 
(Ivory Coast, Galatasary SK) Radamel 
Falcao (Colombia, Atlético de Madrid/ 
AS Monaco FC) Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
(Sweden, Paris Saint-Germain 

FC) Robert Lewandowski (Poland, 
Borussia Dortmund) Mario Mandzukic 
(Croatia, FC Bayern Munchen) Lionel 
Messi (Argentina, FC Barcelona) Ney- 
mar (Brazil, FC Barcelona) Robin van 
Persie (The Netherlands, Manchester 
United FC) Wayne Rooney (England, 
Manchester United FC) Luis Suarez 
(Uruguay, Liverpool FC) 


FIFPro is giving fans the world 
over the chance to meet and greet 
the World XI. Predict the World XI 
and you will be in the running to 
meet the best 11 players in the 
world. For your chance to win go 
to https://apps.facebook.com/fif- 
proworldxi/ 
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Mr Cleansheets yet? 


If not, you’re missing out on the greatest rollicking football 
romp since Bert Trautmann put his neck on the line for Man City 
in the 1956 Cup Final. 

Vicious hooligans, Irish mafia, nymphomaniac pop stars and 
shedloads of football. 

Get your hard copy at any bookstore or buy online at 
www.mrcleansheets.com 
(ebook also available). 
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0433 000 444 
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The World Game 


= 2 : AY i . Latest Results Next Match 
Italian Serie A . . fy Serie A ( ; 
—— : ~ : Pg 2 Livorno 4 - 2 Udinese Chievo v Cagliari 


= . . 7 Last5games Cagliari 1 - 1 Napoli Fiorentina v Livorno 
: : P WDLEA GD Pts Mostrcontist g 2 

Bologna 1 - 0 Genoa Juventus v Roma 

1 Juventus 17 15 39 11 +28 46 WWWWW eaaeael t ; : 
oReTa 47 12 357 428 41 WDWDD alanta 1 - 4 Juventus Napoli v Sampdoria 
3 Napoli 7 11 36 20 +16 36 DWDWL Hellas Verona 4 - 1 Lazio Catania v Bologna 
4 Fiorentina 17 10 33. 20) +13 33 ~WWLWL Roma 4 - 0 Catania Genoa v Sassuolo 
5 Internazionale 17 37. «21 «+16 31 WLDDD Sampdoria 1-1 Parma Milan v Atalanta 

6 Hellas Verona 17 31 26 «+5 29 WDWLL Fi ; x 

saaiien 47 30 24 46 25 WWWDW Sassuolo 0-1 Fiorentina Parma v Torino 
23425 «+-2 20 DDDDW Torino 4 - 1 Chievo Udinese v Hellas Verona 


i: § te. gow } ~ Wr 8 Parma 17 
= - . . Ss any ; ' q 9 Genoa 17 17 20 -3 20 LDLDD Internazionale 14 - 0 Milan Lazio v Inter 
we x - 4 j 10 Lazio 17 22 26 4 20 LWLLD : 
Memorable t, ) OF E uy | ’ = 4 afdiese 17 17 2 5 20 WLDLW League resumes Saturday 6th Jan 2014 due to winter break 
12 Cagliari 17 18 24 - 20 DDWDD 


moments of 2013 J d 13 Milan 17 2 2 -1 19 LDDWD 


a / i 14 Sampdoria 17 19 25 -6 18 DWWDD 
With Serie A on its winter hiatus, : te ‘ 15 Atalanta 17 18 25 -7 18 LDLDL 


here’s a look back at some unfor- — |f tz iy NC Be cies MT 9 23 es ILI 
f th : . ; - I 4 17 Bologna 17 Ai) 3 15 WLLDD 

gettable moments from another | Ba 4 ald Pa 18 Sassuolo 17 7 36 -19 14 LLLDW 
typically chaotic year in Italian : 19 Livorno 17 16 29 -13 13 LLDLL 
football. 20 Catania 17 10 32 -22 10 LDLLL 

Another year has passed, filled : : : : 

sith memories good, bad and ugly. Campioni d'Italia Montella. 1-0 win thanks to Senad Lulic con- ; defeated hated rivals Juventus at : Chievo to take the tally to 10, at 
: ; verting a low cross at the back post : home. The Bianconeri had won six : which point the Giallorossi had 
in the 71st minute. That moment ‘ of their seven matches to date be- | conceded just one goal. Roma en- 
is forever immortalised by cheer- : fore their October trip to Florence. _ tered the record books for the best 
ing at present-day Lazio matches. : Things started disastrously for the = starting Serie A side in history, but 
Meanwhile, Lulic started a clothing opeful home supporters as Carlos : their aim of equalling Tottenham’s 


Zampa’s firing spree "was after Round 1. Their unbeaten — but found the Tuscans a tougher line. It’s name — 71. : Tevez and — Pogba ee beter a ee record ar 11 was ended 
streak eventually stretched to 49 : nut to crack. Claudio Terzi fired the _ half-time. Juve may have increased — by Torino’s former Roma youth 
games and aside from minor hic- _ hosts into a half-time lead. Milan Confederations Drama » their lead after the break too. : player Alessio Cerci. His equalis- 
cups, Antonio Conte’s men were ‘ probed, but it took a disputed 84th _ Italy participated in June’s Con- : Enter Giuseppe Rossi. He convert- © ing goal saw Roma halted. 

never truly troubled on their way to minute Balotelli penalty to draw __ federations Cup by virtue of their ©d.a penalty just past the hour mark 


the crown. level. Philippe Mexes turned home | European Championship Final : to reduce the deficit, then surprised Calcioscommesse, haven't 
appearance a year earlier — Spain | Gianluigi Buffon from distance — we been here before? 
: to equalise. Joaquin added a third : The latest wave of Calcioscom: 


: with Juve’s defence at sea. Rossi : : Sane 
: : : s _ messe accusations came to light in 
: completed his hattrick as Fioren- : 


i : : : December, with Gattuso and former 
: tina turned it around in a devastat- : ; aes aon . 
Lazio midfielder Cristian Brocchi 


fo} 


PRADBDWWMAAYDNAGTAYNYNNWWO = 
OMZPONRMNONNGTERANARWO = 
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That’s calcio for you. It’s crazy, un- | Juventus completed a dominating | Going into the last round Milan 
predictable and utterly captivating. | season by winning a second suc- | were two points clear. The Viola 
Here are some of the best moments cessive championship with three | did their bit by hammering rel- 
the past 12 months has dished up. : matches to spare. The only time . egated Pescara 5-1. The Rossoneri 

: the Bianconeri did not lead Serie A | were away at Siena — also relegated 


Whenever volcanic Palermo Presi- : 
dent Maurizio Zamparini assures 
a tactician their job is secure, they 
may as well start packing their bags. 


It’s a practice Zampa has employed . eee : : 

for years. Palermo have done well - Juve’s dominance was highlighted | the winner three minutes later, 
to manage the rollercoaster - until from March as they won eight : crushing Fiorentina’s dreams. entered as World Champions. The 
2012-13. _ straight to seal the title against Pal- Azzurri were involved in some of 
ermo. The Turin giants conceded | Lazio’s Eternal triumph the tournament’s most remarkable 
just two goals during this period Only twice had the Coppa Italia contests. Their 4-3 group stage win | ! ivi DS a 
and finished nine points clear of | Final pitted city rivals against each | OV Japan ebbed and flowed dra- : ea nee 15 . cin see ao pa amongst those named in conjunc- 
second-placed Napoli. other — Juventus and Milan enjoy- ease! iia by a 4-2 defeat i Ee Deca ore nee - tion. In all, more than 30 matches 
to hosts Brazil. 


Giuseppe Sannino started on the ; 
ench but was quickly replaced by | 
Gian Piero Gasperini. He was dis- 
missed in February and replaced by 
Alberto Malesani. That union last- ing bragging rights. Semi-final : : : : are under investigation for potential 
ed foranily dives aanies— all draws Milan’s last-gasp qualifica- | victories over Juve and Inter re- The Semi-final versus Spain went 10 of the best ' match-fixing, ranging from Serie A 
- when Gasperini returned foratrio = tion spectively meant Lazio and Roma _‘'©_ penalties after 120 scoreless : Roma began the new Season Pessi- to the lower divisions. 
of matches. It ended with Sannino | Milan had a shocking start to the _ Would square off in the Final at minutes, but it was perhaps the best | mistically following the Coppa de- | Investigations into betting on 
again, and relegation to end anine- term, losing five of their first eight | Rome’s Stadio Olimpico. For clubs ue a oe ty lost 7-6, nae New boss Rudi Garcia s first | matches have been raging since the 
season run in the top flight. " matches. Their revival began late Where some fans would rather win uk ee rn el ee ees ee pita cae - peed _ story broke in 2011 and has seen 
Just to show he hasn’t changed, jn 2012 and was further boosted by _ the two season derbies than the would win the shootout for third. It : That he did. Never before had = pig names attached. Gattuso is the 
Zamparini sacked new boss Genn- the arrival of Mario Balotelli from Scudetto, this would be huge - the 


proved a breathtaking few weeks | Roma won more than four games Jatest yet professes his innocence, 
aro Gattuso six matches into the Manchester City. Nonetheless, it Chance to lift a trophy against the and valuable experience for the up-to start a season. They passed that declaring he would ‘kill himself” if 
Serie B season, shortly after declar-__ Jooked a tough task to secure third bitter enemy and earn a place in 


coming World Cup. mark. Only three times hada side— found guilty. 
Europe. all Juventus — won eight to open the 
The match itself was entirely for- | Rampant Rossi term. Roma equalled, then passed Finally, and on a brighter note, I 
gettable. A tense affair, both sides 15 long years. It ate at Fiorentina that mark. ; ; hope you had a Merry Christmas 
were afraid to lose. Lazioclaimeda __ fans. Not since 1998 had the Viola Marco Borriello netted against and have a happy New Year. 


ing he was not at risk. and a Champions League position. 
Fiorentina were also vying for the 
place following what was a fan- 
tastic season under boss Vincenzo 


Learn to play Green Gully’s Way 


2014 Expression of interest now open Ga" 
A 


Sub Juniors, Boys and Girls Under 8’s to Under 11’s $300:00 
Juniors, Boys and Girls Under 12’s to Under 18’s $450:00 
2014 Green Gully Cubs 5 to 7 yrs old - FREE. 


¢ New 2014 playing strip, top, shorts, socks 
¢ New 2014 Training top, shorts, socks 

- FFY registration fees 

* Insurance 

¢« End of year player presentation ticket 

« End of year presentation trophy 


O wees 


12s to U17s=31 Jan 20 
8s\'to U11s -20 Feb 2014" 


Enquires please call the club on 9366 6697 Monta vier nday between 9am and 3pm. 
E-mail: ggullyse@bigpond.net.au www.greengully.com 
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Euro Scoreboard 


SBS 
SCOTLAND SPL SEQSENBIA SuperLiga ON 


Last5games 


Last5games i 
P WDLFEA GD Pts eae Fel P W DHL F A GD Pts Most recent first PWDLEAGD Pts jastSgames 
{Dinamo Zagreb 19 13 4 2 35 13 422 43 WWOWW 1 Geis ee Oe 
; : 2 Motherwell 2013 1 6 31 2 +6 40 WWWWwW 1 Partizan 15 10 3 2 2 12 +16 33 WWWWL 
2 Hajduk Split 2010 8 2 35 18 +17 38 DDDDW a Abaideen 0122 6 3 19 +12 383 WWLWW 2CwenaZvezda 15 10 2 3 30 15 +15 32 WWWWW 
ie ee dinenessct 19 10 3 8 27 fe 33 33 LLOLW Slane 18834 19 iz 7 at WL 
5 Split Mo 7 8 Bl pe  S) LpwaD 5 Dundee United 209 5 6 36 21 +15 32 LLLWW 4 Radni¢ki Nis 16 6 3 16 10 +6 24 LWLWW 
6 lstra 1961 7 & 2 FR OB oh DLP 6St. Johnstone 19 7 4 8 25 22 43 25 LWLDL 5 Vojvodina 156 6 3 20 17 +3 24 LWLDD 
- 7 Hibernian 1996 6 7 15 16 -1 24 WWDLD 6 Novi Pazar 157 3 5 18 16 +2 24 WLDWW 
7 Slaven Koprivnica 20 3 9 8 23 27 -4 18 DDDDL 8 St. Mirren 185 5 8 19 28 -9 20 DWLLD 7 Gukariéki 156 4 5 14 13 +1 «#22 LLDWL 
8 Zadar 24 5 1 15 33) 18 17 LDLDL 9 Kilmarnock 1995 3 1 23.32 9 48 LWWLW 8 Spartak Subotica 15 6 3 6 12 19 -7 21 DLWLW 
ecnee on 2 a i - x An Sree 10 Partick Thisle 19 3 6 10 15 33 -18 15 LLDLD 9 Napredak $4 5 6 19 18 +1 17 DLWLL 
te 11RossCounty 194 2 13 19 36 -17 14 WLLLL 10OFKBeogad 155 2 8 17 24 7 17 DLLWW 
12Heartof Midi... 19 3 4 12 14 34 -20 -2 DLLLL 11 Vozdovac Wea a y ie de =) We WILLIE 
12RadnickiKragu... 15 4 4 7 15 21 -6 16 LWDLD 
13SlobodaUzice 15 4 4 7 13 19 -6 16 WLLWL 
14 Javor lvanjica 10s) 868) (64 19) 5515) DIEDIDIE 
15 Donji Srem 153 5 7 15 19 -4 14 DWWLL 
16RadBeograd 153 2 10 6 18 -12 11 DLLLW 
Bundesliga Eredivisie Super Lig 
P WODLF A GD Pts woshteden itr P WDLEA GD Pts wostresonivst Lastigames 
1 Bayern Minchen 16 14 2 0 42 8 +34 44 WWWWW 1 Ajax 18114 3 41 #17 «+24 37 WWWWW PW ODL F A GD Pts = Most recent frst 
2BayerLeverkusen 17 12 1 4 32 16 +16 37 LLWWW 2 Vitesse 18114 3 42 24 +18 37 DWWWW 1 Fenerbahce 1713 2 2 43 19 +24 41 WLWWD 
3BorussiaM'gla... 17 10 3 4 35 19 +16 33 DDWWW 3 Twente 189 7 2 41 18 +23 34 DWWWW 2 Galatasaray 79 6 2 2% 17 +11 33 WWDWD 
4BorussiaDortmund 17 10 2 5 38 20 +18 32 LDLWL 4 Feyenoord 1810 3 5 36 24 +12 33 WWWWL 3 Kasimpasa 719 4 4 32 21 +4 31 LDWDD 
5 Wolfsburg 1719 3 5 28 19 +9 30 DWWDD 5 Heerenveen 188 5 5 42 32 +10 29 WWLDW 4 Besiktas 78 5 4 30 19 +11 29 LWLDD 
6 Hertha BSC 718 4 5 27 20 +7 28 WWWDL 6 Groningen 187 6 5 36 32 +4 27 WLLDD 5 Sivasspor 79 2 6 31 23 +8 29 WLWDL 
7 Schalke 04 178 4 5 32 28 +4 28 DWLWD 7PSV 187 5 6 35 25 +10 26 WWLLD 6 Eskigehirspor 178 3 6 22 15 +7 27 LWDWD 
8 Augsburg 77 3 7 24 2 -4 24 DWWDW BAZ (io S) fh wy ke 2b BA ILL LILo) 7 Trabzonspor 178 3 6 22 21 +4 27 WLDLW 
9 Mainz 05 177 3 7 #2 31 6 24 WDDLW 9 Utrecht 187 3 8 26 34 -8 24 LLWWW 8 Karabiikspor 77 5 5 17 17 +0 26 LWWWD 
10 Stuttgart 165 4 7 2 31 -2 19 LWLLW 10GoAheadEagles 18 6 5 7 29 41 -12 23 WLWDL QAkhisarBeledi.. 177 4 6 21 21 +0 25 WWLWD 
11WerderBremen 175 4 8 22 37 -15 19 WLLDL 11 PEC Zwolle 185 7 6 25 24 +1 22 LLLDD 10 Bursaspor 76 6 5 19 19 +0 24 DWDDW 
12 Hoffenheim 74 6 7 36 38 -2 18 LDWDL 12 NAC Breda 186 4 8 2 32 -3 22 WLLDL 11Genclerbirigg 176 3 8 18 20 -2 21 WWDDL 
13Hannover96 «= 17: 5 338s Bs Bs B18: LDLWL 13 Heracles 186 4 8 2 31 -6 22 DWWDL 12Gaziantepspor 176 3 8 22 31 -9 21 DLWWW 
14HamburgerSV 174 4 9 33 38 -5 16 LLLDW 14RKC Waalwijk 184 6 8 25 34 9 18 DWDDW 13 Konyaspor 176 2 9 22 2 -4 20 WDLLW 
15EintrachtFran... 173 6 8 20 29 -9 15 DWLLD 15 Roda JC 184 6 8 30 41 -11 18 LLLLD 14 Antalyaspor 1714 6 7 2 2 -3 18 LLLDW 
16 Freiburg 173 5 9 16 31 -15 14 WLLLW 16ADODenHaag 185 2 11 21 40 -19 17 LLWDL 15 Rizespor 174 4 9 18 25 -7 16 LDLLL 
17 Numberg 70 1 6 17 33 -16 11 DDDLD 17 Cambuur 184 4 10 16 26 -10 16 LLDLW 16 Elazigspor 174 1 12 19 39 -20 13 WLWLL 
18 Eintracht Brau... 17 3 2 12 10 32 -22 11 WLLLL 18 NEC 183 6 9 2 49 -20 15 LWLWL 17 Kayserispor 172 6 9 13 28 -15 12 LDDLD 
PWD LF A GD pis; Lsstgams PWODHLFA GD Pts __,tastgames PWODLE A GD Pts _,gaptigames., 
1 Leicester City 2416 3 5 42 2 +16 51 WWWWD 1 Brentford 24164 4 #42 23 +19 52 WWWWW 1 Scunthorpe United 24 12 8 4 36 24 +12 44 WWDWD 
2 Bumley 2413 8 3 36 18 +18 47 WDLWD 2Wolverhampton... 24 14 7 3 39 18 +21 49 DDWDL 2 Burton Albion 2412 6 6 27 22 +5 42 DWWDD 
3 Queens ParkRa... 24 13 7 4 26 14 +12 46 WDLLW 3 Leyton Orien 23 14 6 3 48 23 +25 48 DWLDD 3 Chesterfield 23 11 8 4 33 19 +14 41 DDWWL 
4DerbyCounty 24 13 5 6 48 30 +18 44 LWDWW 4PrestonNorthEnd 24 13 8 3 35 24 +11 47 WWWLD 4 Southend United 24 12 5 7 30 21 +9 41 WDWDL 
5Nottingham Forest 24 10 10 4 34 24 +10 40 DWWDD 5 Peterborough U... 24 12 3 9 36 30 +6 39 LLLWD 5 Rochdale 2412 4 8 #35 31 +4 40 LWWDL 
6 Ipswich Town 249 9 6 36 27 +9 36 DDWDD 6 Rotherham United 24 10 8 6 38 32 +6 38 LLWDW 6OxfordUnited 23 10 8 5 34 21 +13 38 LLDWD 
7Brighton&Hov... 249 9 6 29 22 +7 36 DWLDW 7 Walsall 2410 7 7 2 22 +5 37 WDLWW 7 Fleetwood Town 23 12 2 9 37 29 +8 38 WLLWD 
8 Leeds United 2410 5 9 35 28 +7 #35 LLDDW 8 Port Vale 2411 3 10 36 37 -1 36 LWWLD 8NewportCounty 22 10 7 5 30 22 +8 37 LWWWD 
9 Reading 249 8 7 31 29 +2 35 DLLLW 9SwindonTown 23 10 4 9 40 31 +9 34 DLWLW 9 Morecambe 210 5 10 29 33 4 35 LLWLW 
10 Blackburn Rovers 24 9 7 8 30 28 +2 34 WLDWW 10 Coventry City 24 12 6 6 52 42 +10 32 WDWLD 10Dagenham&Red24 9 7 8 31 28 +3 34 WDLLL 
11 WiganAthletic 239 6 8 2 23 +2 33 WDDWW 11 Milton Keynes Dons239 5 9 36 32 +4 32 DLWWW 11 Cheltenham Town 24 8 9 7 31 33 -2 33 LWWDW 
12 Blackpool 248 8 8 2 29 -4 32 LLDLL 12 Bradford Ci 247 10 7 35 29 +6 31 LDLLD 12 PlymouthArgyle 249 6 9 22 2 -3 33 WDWWL 
13 Huddersfield Town 24 8 7 9 33 29 +4 31 LWDDL 13CrawleyTown 237 8 8 25 30 -5 29 WLWDL 13 Exeter City 239 5 9 30 31 -1 32 WLLWD 
14 Watford 27 9 7 35 29 +6 30 DWDLD 14 Colchester United 24 6 10 8 28 32 -4 28 DLWWL 14 Hartlepool United 24 8 7 9 27 28 -1 31 LWDDD 
15 Middlesbrough 24 7 9 8 38 33 +5 30 DWWWL 15 Carlisle United 24 7 6 11 26 39 -13 27 LWLLW 15AFC Wimbledon 23 7 7 9 24 27 -3 28 LDLDL 
16AFC Bournemouth24.8 6 10 31 41 -10 30 DDWWL 16 Shrewsbury Town 24 6 8 10 24 27 -3 26 WLLDL 16 Bury 246 9 9 30 30 +0 27 WWDLD 
17 Birmingham City 247 8 9 30 29 +1 29 DWDDW 17 Gillingham 247 5 12 32 42 -10 26 DLWDL 17 Wycombe Wandere227 6 9 29 29 +0 27 LWDDL 
18 Bolton Wanderers 24 6 9 9 29 34 -5 27 DLWDL 18Sheffield United 24 6 7 11 23 31 -8 25 LWDDW 18 Mansfield Town 246 8 10 25 33 -8 26 DWLLD 
19CharltonAthletic 245 9 10 22 30 -8 24 DDWDL 19 Oldham Athletic 23 6 6 11 26 32 6 24 LDDLL 19 Portsmouth 246 8 10 29 38 -9 26 LDWLL 
20 Sheffield Wedn... 23 4 10 9 25 32 -7 22 WDDLW 20 Tranmere Rovers 24 6 6 12 28 44 -16 24 DLWLL 20 York City 245 109 27 31 4 2 WLDDD 
21 Millwall mij 4 Se) TL VIL LIL 21CreweAlexandra 24 6 6 12 22 47 -25 24 WWLDD 21 Accrington Stanley246 7 11 26 34 -8 25 LDDWL 
22Doncaster Rovers 24.5 6 13 19 42 -23 21 LDLLL 22 Bristol City 234 10 9 33 36 -3 22 WWDLL 22BristolRovers 23 5 8 10 20 25 -5 23 LDWLW 
23 Yeovil Town 234 5 14 18 36 -18 17 LLLDD 23NottsCounty 256 3 16 30 38 -8 21 WLLDW 23 Torquay United 245 7 12 24 39 -15 22 LLDWW 
24 Barnsley 243 8 13 21 42 -21 17 DLLDD 24 Stevenage 235 4 14 22 42 -20 19 LLDDL 24NorthamptonTown23 4 7 12 17 30 -13 19 DLLDW 
S Ligue 1 p 
PWD LE A GD Pts _testigames: PWODLFA GD Pts __,pastogames_ PWODLFEA GD Pts __,pastegames., 
‘Olympiakos Piraeus 17 16 1 0 53 6 447 49 wwwww TPSG 199135 1 44 13 +31 44 DWWLW 1 Sporting CP 144103 1 33 9 +424 33 DWWWW 
9 PAOK 17123 2 «394 18 +19 39 WDWDW 2 Monaco 1912 5 2 31 13 +18 41 LWWWW 2 Porto 14103 1 29 9 +20 33 WWWLD 
3 Atromitos 179 5 3 8 14 +14 32 WDWWD 3 Lille 1912 4 3 22 8 +14 40 DWLWW 3 Benfica 14410 3 1 27 12 +15 33 WWOWW 
4Panathinaikos 179 3 5 28 16 +12 30 WWLWD “leone HE yg Ba Al SS Sl DENNY arson Le 2 1G Et 2 DW WE 
ee 5 Saint-Etienne 189 3 6 27 20 +7 30 WWLWW 5VitoriaGuimares 147 2 5 16 10 +6 23 WWDWL 
5 Asteras Tripolis 1776 8 3 2 17 +6 26 DDWLW 5 : 
6 Xanthi 77 3 7 «293 28 2 24 LWLWD 6 Olympique Mars... 19 8 5 6 27 20 +7 29 DDLLW 6 Nacional 145 6 3 19 15 +4 21 DWDDD 
7PASGiannina «= 17: 7:«2 «8 «20 23. -3.-—«23-:« WLWLL i REnEBS HO e Fw WW se eo LAWN Gspering Brags), cb Te ae 1 DWE L 
— {p88 A MOOR ce Cot. WWW 8 Reims 197 8 4 23 21 +2 29 WDWWL 8 Gil Vicente 1445 3 6 13 18 -5 18 LLLDL 
QPanthrakikos «= 17: 5 sGHCisT S21 = LWLWOD Seat ee Be as Dar EY 8 Rio Ave es 2 tN 18) at DEWEL 
10Panaitoikos 17 5 6 6 «18 16 +2 21 LWLDL HChapaMolyeEn © 7 GAS Ar sil as DDL SO MATNMO: eee aes a 18 DDD 
11 Ergotelis 74 8 65 19 2 2 20 DDLDL 11 Toulouse 196 7 6 2 24 -4 25 DWDDW 11 Vitoria Setibal 14 4 4 6 16 23 -7 16 LLWOW 
fo Panionics ie. ter 7 ies oo. ek SO SEED 12 Guingamp 196 6 7 19 19 +0 24 DLDLW 12 Académica 44 3 7 7 18 -11 15 LDLWW 
43 Kalloni 76 1 10 17 31-14 19 DLLLL 13 Bastia 196 6 7 21 26 -5 24 DLLDW 13 Belenenses 142 6 6 9 16 -7 12 DLDDL 
44 Platanias 74 67 16 2 6 418 WLWLD 14 Nice 197 2 10 18 25 -7 23 WWLLL 14 Arouca 43 3 8 11 #19 -8 12 WLDLL 
: 15 Rennes MS 6 8 m Bw A) (LEEW 15PacosdeFerreira 14 2 3 9 10 25 -15 9 DLLLW 
15 Levadiakos 175 2 10 17 33 -16 17 LLLWL ‘ 
a 16 Evian TG 185 5 8 19 31 -12 20 LDWLL 16 Olhanense 142 3 9 8 2% -15 9 LLLLL 
16ApollonSmimis 17 3 5 9 17 31 -14 14 LDWDD 
47 Veria 173 °5 9 14 28 14 14 DLWLW 17 Montpellier ASN 2a eit Gue Ge edeee6) ae DIL DIN 
18 Aris 172 5 10 14 29 -15 11 LDLDD 18 Valenciennes ee ey a ae i AEE, 
19 Sochaux 192 5 12 15 39 -24 11 WLLLL 
20 Ajaccio M1 6 PR Ww eh a LLM 


THE CHAMPIONSHIP 


Ipswich Town 1 - 1 Charlton Athletic 


Sheffield Wedn... 2 - 0 Blackpool 


Birmingham City 1 - 1 Barnsley 


Derby County 0 - 1 Wigan Athletic 


Bristol Rovers PSTP Cheltenham Town 


Winter Break 


Exeter City PSTP Wycombe Wanderers 
Dagenham & Red... 1 - 0 AFC Wimbledon 
Mansfield Town 0 - 0 Burton Albion 


Genglerbirligi 1 - 0 Besiktas 
Elazigspor 1 - 0 Rizespor 
Gaziantepspor 0 - 0 Bursaspor 


Burnley 3 - 2 Huddersfield Town 

Queens Park Ra... 2 - 1 Doncaster Rovers 
Millwall 1 - 3 Leicester City 

Brighton & Hov... 1 - 1 AFC Bournemouth 
Reading 1 - 1 Nottingham Forest 

Bolton Wanderers 2 - 2 Middlesbrough 
Leeds United 1 - 2 Blackburn Rovers 
Yeovil Town PSTP Watford 


Rotherham United 1 - 3 Coventry City 
Notts County 3 - 0 Bradford City 

Walsall 2 - 1 Sheffield United 

Crewe Alexandra 2 - 1 Carlisle United 
Oldham Athletic 1 - 2 Shrewsbury Town 
Peterborough U... 1 - 3 Brentford 

Milton Keynes Dons 0 - 0 Colchester United 
Swindon Town PSTP Crawley Town 
Leyton Orient PSTP Bristol City 
Tranmere Rovers 1 - 1 Wolverhampton ... 
Preston North End 3 - 2 Port Vale 
Stevenage PSTP Gillingham 


York City 1 - 0 Morecambe 

Plymouth Argyle 2 - 0 Torquay United 
Scunthorpe United 3 - 0 Rochdale 
Northampton Town PSTP Chesterfield 
Hartlepool United 0 - 3 Bury 

Southend United 2 - 1 Portsmouth 
Newport County PSTP Oxford United 
Fleetwood Town 3 - 1 Accrington Stanley 


CROATIA 


Winter Break 


Winter Break 


Winter Break 


Winter Break 


PORTUGAL 


Maritimo 2 - 2 Sporting Braga 
Porto 4 - 0 Olhanense 

Vitoria Setubal 0 - 2 Benfica 
Pacos de Ferreira 0 - 0 Rio Ave 
Vitéria Guimaraes 3 - 0 Académica 
Sporting CP 0 - 0 Nacional 

Gil Vicente 0 - 3 Arouca 
Belenenses 0 - 0 Estoril 


Celtic 1 - 0 Partick Thistle 
Dundee United 1 - 2 Aberdeen 
Inverness CT 1 - 2 Ross County 
Motherwell 4 - 0 St. Johnstone 


SERBIA 


Winter Break 


Kayseri Erciye... 1 - 3 Galatasaray 
Sivasspor 3 - 1 Karabtikspor 
Konyaspor 4 - 1 Eskisehirspor 
Trabzonspor 2 - 1 Antalyaspor 
Fenerbahce 5 - 1 Kayserispor 


es - . TURK a a 


FA Cup 3rd Round Draw 


Blackburn Rovers v Manchester City 
Barnsley v Coventry City 

Yeovil Town v Leyton Orient 

Bristol City v Watford 

Southend United v Millwall 
Middlesbrough v Hull City 

West Bromwich ... v Crystal Palace 
Kidderminster ... v Peterborough U... 
Doncaster Rovers v Stevenage 
Stoke City v Leicester City 
Southampton v Burnley 

Newcastle United v Cardiff City 
Rochdale v Leeds United 

Wigan Athletic v Milton Keynes Dons 
Charlton Athletic v Oxford United 
Norwich City v Fulham 


Aston Villa v Sheffield United 
Macclesfield Town v Sheffield Wedn... 
Bolton Wanderers v Blackpool 

Everton v Queens Park Ra... 

Brighton & Hov... v Reading 

Grimsby Town v Huddersfield Town 
Ipswich Town v Preston North End 
AFC Bournemouth v Burton Albion 
Arsenal v Tottenham Hotspur 
Nottingham Forest v West Ham United 
Sunderland v Carlisle United 

Derby County v Chelsea 

Liverpool v Oldham Athletic 

Port Vale v Plymouth Argyle 
Manchester United v Swansea City 
Birmingham City v Bristol Rovers / Crawley 
Town 
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One Game At A Time 


France 


Saint-Etienne v Evian TG 


League 


Montpellier v Monaco Tesumes 
Ajaccio v PSG Saturday 
Bordeaux v Toulouse 9th Feb 
Guingamp v Saint-Etienne 2014 due 
Olympique Lyonnais v Sochaux _t Winter 
Rennes v Nice break 
Valenciennes v Bastia 

Nantes v Lorient 

Evian TG v Olympique Mars... 


Borussia M’gla... v Bayern Munchen 


Borussia Dortmund v Augsburg League 

Stuttgart v Mainz 05 resumes 
Wolfsburg v Hannover 96 Saturday 
Nurnberg v Hoffenheim 25th Jan 
Freiburg v Bayer Leverkusen 2014 due 
Eintracht Fran...vHerthaBSC to winter 


Werder Bremen v Eintracht Brau...break 


Istra 1961 v Dinamo Zagreb League 
Zadar v Osijek resumes 
Rijeka v Dinamo Zagreb Saturday 
Split v Hajduk Split 8th Feb 
Hrvatski Drago... v Istra 1961 2014 due 
Lokomotiva v Slaven Koprivnica _ to winter 
break 


Radnicki Kragu v Radnicki NiS 


Novi Pazar v Partizan League 

Cukaricki v Rad Beograd resumes 
Spartak Subotica v Sloboda Uzice Saturday 
Vozdovac v OFK Beograd 23rd Feb 
Donji Srem v Vojvodina 2014 due 
Crvena Zvezda v Javor Ivanjica ee 


Napredak v Jagodina 


English Championship 


Leicester City v Derby County 
Sheffield Wedn... v Leeds United 
Yeovil Town v Burnley 

Bolton Wanderers v Nottingham Forest 
Watford v Reading 

Brighton & Hov... v Birmingham City 
Blackpool v Middlesbrough 
Huddersfield Town v Millwall 
Blackburn Rovers v Doncaster Rovers 
Ipswich Town v Queens Park Ra... 
Wigan Athletic v AFC Bournemouth 
Charlton Athletic v Barnsley 


English League One 


Gillingham v Wolverhampton 
Stevenage v Swindon Town 

Bristol City v Coventry City 

Sheffield United v Brentford 

Crawley Town v ranmere Rovers 
Shrewsbury Town v Leyton Orient 
Notts County v Sheffield United 
Colchester United v Gillingham 
Rotherham United v Crewe Alexandra 
Brentford v Port Vale 

Wolverhampton ... v Preston North End 


English League Two 


Wycombe Wanderers v AFC Wimbledon 
Newport County v Northampton Town 
Torquay United v Morecambe 

York City v Dagenham & Red... 

Exeter City v Mansfield Town 
Cheltenham Town v Chesterfield 
Portsmouth v Accrington Stanley 
Rochdale v Burton Albion 

Scunthorpe United v Bristol Rovers 
Bury v Oxford United 

Accrington Stanley v Newport County 
Dagenham & Red... v Fleetwood Town 


Kilmarnock v St. Mirren 
Hibernian v Heart of Midlo 
Motherwell v Inverness CT 
Ross County v St. Johnstone 
St. Mirren v Celtic 


PAS Giannina v Asteras Tripolis 


Ergotelis v Atromitos League 
Olympiakos Piraeus v Kalloni esau 
Panaitolixos v Panathinaikos pet oY 
Veria v Platanias 2014 due 
Panionios v OFI anise 
Panthrakikos v Levadiakos 

break 


Xanthi v PAOK 
Aris v Apollon Smirnis 
OFI v Veria 


Kasimpasa v Karabiikspor League 

Genglerbirligi v Rizespor resumes 
Bursaspor v Eskisehirspor Saturday 
Trabzonspor v Besiktas 25th Jan 
Sivasspor v Kayserispor 2014 due 
Elazigspor v Akhisar Beledi... to winter 


Kayseri Erciye... vAntalyaspor break 


Gaziantepspor v Galatasaray 


Fenerbahge v Konyaspor 


Twente v Heracles 


AZ v NAC Breda meee 
RKC Waalwijk v Groningen Saturday 
PEC Zwolle v Vitesse 48th Jan 
Heerenveen v Roda JC 2014 due 
NEC v ADO Den Haag to winter 
Cambuur v Go Ahead Eagles break 


Utrecht v Feyenoord 
Ajax v PSV 


Portugal 


Sporting Braga v Vitoria Guimaraes 


Rio Ave v Maritimo League 
Estoril v Sporting CP resumes 
Arouca v Belenenses Saturday 
Académica v Pagos de Ferreira 13th Jan 
Benfica v Porto 2014 due 
Olhanense v Vitoria Setubal to winter 
Nacional v Gil Vicente break 


www.goalweekly.com 


WORLD OF SOCCER 


GET READY FOR PRE-SEASON! 


Adidas Nike Mercurial peysch keeper gloves 


Copa Mondial Victory \ 
Nike Mercurial 
Vapor 


$220 
S260 Huge Range 


/ 


Bibs, Speed Ladders, Agility Poles, Training Balls, Match Balls and More! ' a 


Shop 4/11 Lonsdale St. Dandenong (03) 9794 5860 


QZ 
Lycamobile 
Call the world forless 
This season, get closer to your friends 
& family with Lycamobile 


Enjoy Free Calls from 
Lycamobile Australia to 
Lycamobile Australia & Lycamobile USA 
with any recharge (no flagfall) 


International National Calls 
Calls from ¢ for ¢ 


(Landline) 


flagfall applies 


Fi Is from L ile alia lia & id until Lyca 
m 

30/11/13. Flagfall of 29c applies to all other international & national calls .Rates are valid until 30/11/13. mobi le 

f ie Call the world forless 


Any changes in the promotion shall be notified on our website www.lycamobile.com.au 7 days prior. 
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